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The Board of Trade. 


SAFEGUARDING OF INDUSTRIES ACT. 


PART I.—ARBITRATIONS UNDER 
SECTION 1. 


The Board of Trade has received formal notices 
of complaint under Sub-section (5) of Section 1 that 
Rongalite, 
Sodium Formaldehyde Sulphoxylate, and 
Zinc Formaldehyde Sulphoxylate 
have been improperly included in the lists of 
articles chargeable with duty under Part I. of the 
Act. 

These complaints will be submitted in due course 
to the Referee appointed by the Lord Chancellor 
_ for the purposes of the Sub-section, and any person 
interested should communicate immediately with 
the Assistant Secretary, Board of Trade (Industries 
and Manufactures Department), Great George 
Street, London, S.W. 1. 


COAL. 


WEEKLY OUTPUT AND EMPLOYMENT 
FIGURES. 

We give below a statement of the coal output and 
the number of wage earners at the mines of Great 
Britain for the week ended 27th October, 
together with comparative figures for the previous 
week. The output for the corresponding week of 
last year was 5,388,300 tons :— 














Week ended | 
20th October. | 


‘Week ended 
27th October. 





Districts. 

















| 
Wage :, | Wage 
Output. | Pen. ll Output. | Pn ll 
Tons. | Tons. | 
Northumberland 308,400 63,400 | 286,600 | 63,600 
Durham 814,600 | 172,400 | 792,400 | 172,600 
Yorkshire ...| 966,600 | 181,300 | 969,300 | 181,400 
Lancashire, Cheshire, | | 
and North Wales...) 482,700 122,400 | 492,400 | 122,600 
Derby, Nottingham, | 
and Leicester ...| 699,800 | 130,900 704,000 130,900 
Stafford, Salop, Wor-! | | 
cester and Warwick} 416,800 | 91,900 414,100 | 92,000 
South Wales and Mon- 
mouthshire... --+| 1,121,100 243,900 | 1,096,400 | 244,100 
Other English Dis- | 
tricts* as ...| 115,700 28,600; 115,800 | 28,700 
Scotland as ...| 752,900 140,100 | 802,500 | 139,600 
Total ‘al ...| 5,678,600 1,174,900 | 5,673,500 | 1,175,500 


i 





al Including Cumberland, Westmorland, Gloucester, Somerset and 
Kent, 





FIFTY-TWO WEEKS’ SUMMARY. 
The total production weekly of coal since 28th 
October, 1922, is given below :— 





1922. Tons. 1923. Tons. 
November 4th......... 5,423,400 AGG BOER ccscsecccese 5,721,200 
November 11th ...... 5,440,500 Sf) ee 5,327,000 
November 18th ...... 5,376,000 fg ae 5,603,400 
November 25th ...... 5,471,800 May 19th........0.00000 5,796,600 
December 2nd......... 5,573,300 May 26th...........000 3,737,000 
December 9th... ..... 5,592,000 ee 5,727,000 
December 16th ...... 5,741,600 June 9th ......... andes 5,654,300 
December 23rd ...... 5,506, 200 POD RE esiipvacesess 5,651,100 
December 30th ...... 3,427,900 PUG BE: cckceiaceses 5,588,200 

TIE. § bésneccioene 5,400,700 

1923. oo A eer 5,305, 800 
January 6th ......... 4,384,300 July 14th.........00000 5,041,900 
January 13th ......... 5,607,300 i Be 4,601,000 
January 20th ......... 5,583,400 July 2th § .......0000 5,111,700 
January 27th ......... 5,644,200 August 4th............ 5,253,600 
February 3rd ......... 5,601,200 August 11th ......... 8,566,400 
February 10th .. ... 5,566,900 August 18th ......... 5,124,000 
February 17th ...... 5,559,600 August 25th ......... 5,163,800 
February 24th ...... 5,519,100 September Ist......... 5,280,600 
March Srd_........... 5,565,600 September 8th ...... 5,320,300 
March 10th............ 5,713,000 September 15th ...... 5,244,700 
March 17th............ 5,721,000 September 22nd ...... 5,504,300 
March 24th............ 5,703,000 September 29th ...... 5,574,600 
March 31st ............ 4,873,900 October 6th............ 5,528,400 
Awl TOR ....00. vercesss. 3,940,900 October 13th ......... 5,626,000 
April 14th ............ 5,776,600 October 20th ......... 5,678,600 
BGT Blab nscee ccseee 5,824,900 October 27th ......... 5,673,500 
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COAL MINES (MINIMUM WAGE) ACT 
APPOINTMENT. 


Lieut.-Colonel G. R. Lane-Fox, Secretary. for 
Mines, announces that in pursuance of the powers 
conferred upon the Board of. Trade by the Coal Mines 
(Minimum) Wage Act, 1912, he has appointed Mr. 
J. A. Compston, K.C., to be Chairman of the 
Durham Joint District Board in place of Sir Ernest 
Moon, K.C.B., K.C., who has resigned. 





DYESTUFFS (IMPORT REGULATION) ACT, 





APPLICATIONS FOR LICENCES IN 
OCTOBER. 

The following statement relating to applications 
for licences under the Dyestuffs (Import Regulation) 
Act, 1920, made during October has been furnished 
to the Board of Trade by the Dyestuffs Advisory 
Licensing Committee. 

The total number of applications received during 
the month was 520, of which 428 were from mer- 
chants opr importers. To these should be added the 
40 cases outstanding on Ist October, making a total 
for the month of 560. These were dealt with as 
follows :— 

Granted—423 (of which 381 were dealt with 

within 7 days of receipt). 

Referred to British makers of similar products— 
75 (of which 63 were dealt with within 7 days 
of receipt). 

Referred to Reparation supplies available—53 
all dealt with within 2 days of receipt). 

Cancelled—1. 

Outstanding on 31st October, 1923—8. 


Of the total pf 560 applications received, 498, or 
89 per cent., were dealt with within 7 days of 
receipt. 





THE COTTON INDUSTRY. 





DEPUTATION TO THE PRESIDENT. 

The Joint Committee appointed as the result of 
the Conference of the Cotton Industry, convened by 
the Lord Mayor of Manchester on 5th October, was 
received at the Board of Trade on Monday by the 
Rt. Hon. Sir Philip Lloyd-Greame, President of 
the Board of Trade, who was accompanied by 
Lieut.-Colonel the Hon. Walter Guinness, Finan- 
cial Secretary to the Treasury, and Mr. C. W. G. 
Kady, of the Ministry of Labour. The deputation, 
which was introduced by the Lord Mayor of Man- 
chester (Councillor W. Cundiff), consisted of the 
following :— 


Representing the Federation of Master Cotton 
Spinners’ Associations, Limited.—Mr. F. Holroyd 
(Yorks), President; Mr. F. Mills (Oldham); Lieut.- 
Colonel N. Seddon Brown (Wigan); Mr. H. Roberts 
(Ashton-u-Lyne); Mr. J. S. Hammersley (Oldham) ; 
Mr. W. M. Wiggins (Oldham); Mr. Cecil Hilton 
(Oldham); Mr. John Pogson (Secretary). 


Representing the Cotton Spinners’ and Manu- 
facturers’ Association.—Mr. F. A. Hargreaves 
(Burnley), Chairman; Mr. John H. Grey (Burnley) ; 
Mr. J. T. Walmsley (Accrington); Mr. J. R. Smith 
(Preston); Mr. James Smith (Blackburn); Mr. 
Walter Mather (Nelson); Mr. H. C. Pateson 
(Chorley); Mr. F. W. Oldham (Accrington). 


Representing the United Textile Factory 


Workers’ Association.—Mr. Walter Gee (Hyde), | 
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President; Mr. Wm. Thomasson (Manchester); Mr. 
E. Judson (Ashton); Mr. H. Boothman (Man- 
chester); Mr. F. W. Birchenough (Oldham); Mr. 
J. O. Cross (Accrington), Secretary; Mr. W. H. 
Carr (Ashton); Mr. L. Bates (Blackburn); Mr. E. 
Duxbury (Bury); Mr. E. Strong (Blackburn); Mr. 
James Bell (Oldham); Mr. M. Ogden (Heywood) ; 
Mr. James White (Nelson); Mr. James Hindle 
(Burnley); Mr. William Wood (Bolton). 

Statements were made by Mr. F. Holroyd (Presi- 
dent of the Federation of Master Cotton Spinners’ 
Associations) and Mr. Walter Gee (President of the 
United Textile Factory Workers’ Association). 
After a general discussion as to various measures 
which might be taken to mitigate the grave diffi- 
culties which the cotton industry is experiencing, it 
was agreed that the suggestions put forward during 
the discussion should be further examined in detail 
by the Lord Mayor’s Committee. 

The President of the Board of Trade expressed 
his willingness to confer again with the Committee 
should they so desire. 





PRE-WAR DEBTS. 





MEETING OF DELEGATES. 

The French, Belgian and German Delegates, at 
the conclusion of their meetings at Cornwall House, 
have issued the following communique: 

It will be recalled that a breach of relations took 
place between the French and Belgian Clearing 
Offices on the one hand, and the German Clearing 
Office on the other, whose duty it was to settle the 
question of pre-war debts. ‘This breach proved pre- 
judicial to the interests of British subjects residing 
in France and Belgium, who settle their debts 
through the French and Belgian Clearing Offices. 


Meetings of the officials of the three countries 
interested, presided over by Mr. Egerton Grey, the 
Controller of the British Clearing Office, have just 
been held in London in order to procure a resump- 
tion of relations between the offices concerned, and 
the normal operation of the Mixed Arbitral 
Tribunals which had also been suspended. At 
these meetings France was represented by M. 
Alphand, the Director of the French Clearing 
Office, and MM. Jaudon, Labat and Fliniaux; 
Belgium by MM. Colard and Challes, and Germany 
by Dr. Lothholz, Dr. Géppert, Dr. Fuchs and Dr. 
von Friedberg. The negotiations have enabled rela- 
tions to be resumed under conditions which are 
considered acceptable by all parties. 








MERCANTILE MARINE DEPARTMENT, 





ENGAGEMENTS OF BRITISH AND 
FOREIGN SEAMEN. 


The engagements of British and foreign seamen 
at Mercantile Marine Offices in Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, but excluding those engaged at 
ports in the Irish Free State, during the quarter 
ended 30th September, 1923, numbered 141,321, of 
which 134,566, or 95°22 per cent., were British. 
Foreigners, other than Asiatics and Africans, num- 
bered 3,697 or 2°62 per cent., Arabs 1,328 or 0°94 
per cent. and Chinese 371 or 0°26 per cent., and 
other Asiatics and Africans 1,359 or 0°96 per cent. 


It should be noted that the foregoing figures relate 
to engagements and not to individual seamen; if a 
particular seaman were engaged twice during the 
quarter he-would be counted twice in the totals. 


| 
| 


| 
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BRITISH COMMERCIAL MISSION TO 
RUSSIA. 
INTERVIEWS WITH Mr. HuGH LEpWARD. 

Mr. Hugh Ledward, of the British Commercial 
Mission in Moscow, will be in attendance at the 
Department of Overseas Trade for a few days from 
12th November for the purpose of interviewing 
manufacturers and merchants interested in trade 
with Russia. 

Interviews can only be given by appointment and 
applications should be addressed to the Comptroller. 
General, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, S.W.1 (quoting the reference 
9022 T.G.). 





CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
FOR ITALY. 
LONDON OFFICE OPENED. 


BRITISH 


The British Chamber of Commerce for Italy has 
opened an office in the City of London at 12, 
Nicholas Lane, E.C. 4, where the Chamber is 
represented by Mr. C. A. Radice, late of the Indian 
Civil Service, who is in attendance from 3 to 5.30 
on week-days, excepting Saturdays, and at other 
times by appointment. 

Mr. Radice will be pleased to answer enquiries 
about trade conditions in Italy and Italian economic 
legislation. 





RUBBER EXPORTS RESTRICTION. 


It is officially announced that the percentage of 
standard production of rubber that may be exported 
on the minimum duty from Ceylon, the Straits 
Settlements and the Malay States for the quarter 
beginning Ist November has been fixed at 60, i.e., no 
change from the preceding quarter. 





CANADIAN RAILWAY EXTENSION. 

H.M. Trade Commissioner at Toronto reports that 
the Ontario Government has called for a survey to 
be made of the cost of extending the Temiskaming 
and Northern Ontario Railway, which is owned and 
operated by the Government, so as to serve the 
Lorraine mineral producing area. The Commis- 
sioner of the Railway has been instructed to make 
a thorough investigation of the engineering 
features of such a project and its cost and to report 
the result to the Premier. 





NEW ZEALAND LAND AND INCOME TAX 
ACT. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner at Wellington has for- 
warded the text of an Act to consolidate and amend 
the Law relating to Land Tax and Income Tax and 
cited as the Land and Income Tax Act, 1923. This 
can be consulted by British firms interested on 
application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 


85, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. 





TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO REGISTRATION 
OF BUSINESS NAMES ORDINANCE. 
H.M. Trade Commissioner at Port of Spain has 

forwarded the text of an Ordinance (which became 

operative on Ist October last) to provide for the 

Registration of Firms and Persons carrying on 

business under business names and for  pur- 

poses connected therewith, together with a copy 
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of the Trinidad Royal Gazette containing the text 
of the regulations relating to such Ordinance. 

The Ordinance, which is cited as the ‘* Registra- 
tion of Business Names Ordinance, 1923,’’ together 
with the Gazette referred to, may - be consulted by 
British firms interested on application to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 


Street, London, S.W. 1. : 





ROUMANIAN JUDICIAL ORGANISATION. 


The Commercial Secretary at Bucharest has for- 

warded a translation of a series of articles which 
have recently been published in the ‘‘ Bulletin de 
l’Office Commercial Francais en Roumanie ”’ con- 
cerning Roumanian judicial organisation. 

Chapter V. of the articles, which would appear to 
be of interest to persons trading with Roumania, is 
as under: 

ee (7 Limitations.—The periods after which com- 
mercial cases can be barred are the following :— 

‘* Ordinary limitation 10 years. 

** For actions based upon partnership contracts 

(contrats de société) and bills of exchange it is 
) years 

** Cancellation.—The instance is annulled by 

the cessation of proceedings during one year.”’ 


United Kingdom firms interested may consult the 
translation above referred to on application to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W. 1. 





TURKISH MINING REGULATIONS. 

The Commercial Secretary at Galata has forwarded 
copy of the ‘* Cahier des Charges,’’ drawn up and 
adopted by the Department of National Economy, 
which will be applied to all mining concessions 
granted in the future in Turkey. 

This copy, which is in French, may be consulted 
by United Kingdom interests on application to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 


Street, London, S.W. 1. (Reference 11742/F.E.). 





TRADE OPPORTUNITIES AT JACKSON- 
VILLE, FLORIDA. 

According to advices received from H.M. Consul 
at Jacksonville, Florida, the authorities at that port 
are extremely anxious to secure new business, and 
will co-operate with shippers and with H.M. Consul 
in anything appertaining to the benefit of such busi- 
ness. At the present time a considerable quantity 
of freight is moving between Jacksonville and South 
America and affairs generally appear to be in a 
healthy condition. 

A copy of a booklet descriptive of the port of 
Jacksonville is available at the Department of Over- 
seas Trade (Shipping and Transport Section), 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2., to whom 
enquiries relative to shipping and transport matters 
should be addressed. 





COLOMBIAN BILLS OF EXCHANGE LAW. 

H.M. Representative at Bogota has forwarded a 
copy and translation of Law No. 46, which was 
signed by the President of the Republic on 19th 


July, 1923, whereby many alterations are intro- 
duced into the existing Legislation in force in 


regard to cheques, bills of exchange and other 
similar negotiable instruments used in commercial 
transactions. 

The copy of the Law (which becomes operative on 
Ist January, 1924) may be consulted by British 
firms interested on application to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W. 1. 











Special Articles. 





DISTRIBUTION OF OUR OVERSEAS 
TRADE. 





THE EMPIRE AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


The respective shares of our imports and exports 
recorded as consigned from or to countries within 
the British Empire and from or to foreign 
countries respectively, during the third quarter of 
during the twelve months ended 
ar 1913, were 


the current year, 
September, and during the pre-war y 
as shown in the following table :— 




















Countries from or to Total Exports 
which consigned. imports. | Re-exports. | U.K. goods, 
July-September, 1923. Mill. £ | Mill. Mill. £ 
British countries | 73°4 | 5° : 73°4 
Foreign countries ood W533 17°7 110°0 
All countries”... bas 248°7 | 23°0 183°4 
Oct., 1922, to Sept., 1923. | | 
sritish countries “4 3124 | 18°] 290°0 
Foreign countries we 150° 94°7 461°9 
| 10629 | 28 | 751°9 


All countries 
Year 1 Q] 3. 


| 
| | 
aa 
. 577 96°0 | 
| | 


sritish countries 191°5 13°6 195°3 
Foreign countries 577 °2 329°9 
All countries 768°7 109°6 525°2 


— a ee 


The figures for the two quarters ended September, 
1923, include trade between Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland and the Irish Free State, adding 
89, 2:2 and 79 respectively to the figures of the 
first and third lines of the table and 19'1, 40 and 148 
to the figures of the fourth and sixth lines. A fur- 
ther small adjustment is necessary to make the 
figures comparable, since imports from the Deep 
Sea Fisheries were included with imports from 
British countries to the end of 1922, and are classed 
with imports from foreign countries in the figures 
of the current year. Allowances are also necessary 
in any comparison with the figures of 1913 for the 
fact that trade with Palestine and Iraq was not 
separately ascertained in 1913, and was included in 
trade with foreign countries, while at the same 
time as our trade figures receive increments in 
respect of trade with the Irish Free State, the direct 
foreign trade of Southern Irish Ports is no longer 
included with the totals of United Kingdom trade. 

In making up the totals for the twelve months 
ended September, Egypt has been treated in the 
same manner throughout, i1.e., has been included 
with foreign countries. In this respect the figures 
for 1913 and 1923 are similarly classified, though the 
Anglo-Egyptian Sudan was included with foreign 
countries in 1913, and is included with British 
countries in 1923. 

After taking account of these differences in the 
bases of the figures, it appears that a rather greater 
proportion of our imports during the last quarter 
was derived from British countries than in the year 
1913, and practically the same proportion of the 
exports of British produce and manufactures was 
shipped to British countries in the third quarter of 
1923 as in the year 1913. Comparisons of the 
twelve months ended September last with the year 
1913 show that nearly 30 per cent. of our imports 
were derived in the latest twelve months from the 
same British countries which, in 1913, furnished 











Nov 





only 
peri 
rath 

a 
tota. 
and 
in tl 
gate 
refe} 


PER 





Euroy 
Unite 
Sonth 
Britis 
Sel f-G 
Other 

llor 
Other 








Europ 
Unitec 
Sovth 
Britis] 
Self-G 
Other 
Hon 
Other 


Ho 
Septe 
depel 
real ¢ 
a son 
ticul: 
not j 
mont. 
very 
the le 
of ou 
dema 
weigh 
the E 
took | 
56 pi 
balan 
and C 

The 
1922. 
than 1 
repres 
ences 
region 
the ch 
variat 
Were 
that, 
distin; 
Uniter 
volum: 
cent., 
South 
two-fif 
Britis} 
torates 
the res 
would 
some ¢ 
tions ¢ 
firures 
greate1 





923, 


BS. 


ports 
ithin 
relgn 
er of 


nded 


were 








nber, 
and 
ding 
f the 
148 
_fur- 
the 
Deep 
from 
assed 
rUTes 
sary 
r the 
- not 
2d in 
same 
3 in 
irect 
nger 
de. 
mnths 
the 
uded 
ures 
1 the 
elgn 
itish 


the 
»ater 
irter 
year 
the 
was 
r of 
the 
year 
yorts 
the 
shed 





NoveMBER 8, 1923. 


THE BOARD OF 


TRADE 


JOURNAL. | 481 








SPECIAL ARTICLES—Continued. 


only 25 per cent. On the export side the earlier 
period showed rather over 36 per cent., the later 
rather under 36 per cent. to British countries. 


The following tables show the percentages of the 
total imports and exports, other than those from 
and to the Irish Free State, which were recorded 
in the trade with some of the more important aggre- 
gates of countries in the same periods as_ those 
referred to in the previous table :— 





PERCENTAGES OF ' Imports FROM VARIOUS SOURCES. 

















~ ; N y 1922, y ar 

Consigned from in uae te, Bort .. 192 oy ra 3. 

Europe .. ss ont ws 37°8 33°2 40°4 

United States a a 15°9 | 19°6 18°4 

Sonth and Central America he 10°7 10°8 | 10°0 

British India e sal 7°0 | 6°0 6°3 

Self-Governing Dominions ... 141 16°3 | 13°3 
Other British Countries (except | 

llong Kong) ite ue 54 5°38 5°3 

Other Countries ve 9°] 88 6°3 





PERCENTAGES OF Exports (U.K. Goons) To 
Various DESTINATIONS. 











ae July—Sept., | Oct.,1922,to' Year 
Consigned to 1923. | Sept., 1923. 1913. 
Europe ... eee a sv 33°8 | 34°2 34°4 
United States ... on ei 7°35 | 80 56 
South and Central America ... Q4 | 8:8 10°6 
British India ... ion bas 11°0 | 12°2 13°4 
Self-Governing Dominions ... 18°6 18°0 17°5 
Other British Countries (except 
Hong Kong). te rae aD | 5°7 5°4 
Other Countries eee 14°4 | 13°] 15°1 





How far ‘Adie differences shown between the 
September quarter and the year ended September 
depend on seasonal variations of trade, how far on 
real changes in the currents of trade, would require 
a somewhat detailed examination of trade in par- 
ticular articles, for which complete information is 
not yet published. Comparing the latest twelve 
months with 1913, we see that Europe supplied 
very notably smaller proportion of our imports in 
the later period and took about the same percentage 
of our exports in both periods. The reduced 
demand of India in the later period more than out- 
weighed the increased relative share of the rest of 
the Empire in our export trade. The United States 
took 8 per cent. of our exported goods as against 
96 per cent. ten vears ago, more than counter- 
balancing the decreased relative demand of South 
and Central America. 

The absolute magnitude of the export trade of 
1922-23 was, it may be remembered, somew hat less 
than three-fourths of that recorded in 191 3, though 
represented in larger figures of money. The differ- 
ences in the make-up of the trade with different 
regions makes the use, for the purpose of measuring 
the changes in such trade, of the general index of 
variation in the level of value somewhat precarious. 
Were that measure applied, it would indicate 
that, of the principal divisions of our export trade 
distinguished in the table given above, that with the 
United States alone had shown an increase in 
volume. To Europe a reduction of about 27 per 
cent., to India a reduction of about one-third, 
South and Central America a reduction of about 
two-fifths, to the Self-Governing Dominions of the 
British Empire and to the Colonies and _ Protec- 
torates a reduction of practically a quarter, and to 
the rest of the world a reduction of over a quarter 
would be indicated. The actual reductions may in 
some cases he less, in others greater than the propor- 
tions stated, but any which fell short of those 
figures must have been balanced by others showing 
greater relative reduction. 
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DUTCH EAST INDIES. 
COMMERCIAL RECOVERY. 


There are few areas in the world which can com- 
pare in natural resources with the Dutch East Indies, 
The island of Java is generally accepted to be the 
richest tract of country fer its size in the world, and 
the other Dutch islands are searcely less valuable. 
This natural wealth gives to the Dutch East Indies 
—or Netherland East Indies, as they are called by 
official great power of recovery from 
periods of depression. They cannot become poor, 
but for a while, when overseas markets fail, they 
become less rich in immediately realisable wealth, 

In his Report, dated June last, Mr. H. A. N. 
Bluett, British Commercial Agent in Batavia, states 
that during the year under review it is generally 
admitted that the trade depression, which for nearly 
two years had hung like a heavy cloud over the 
country, has passed. The commercial recovery of 
the Netherland East Indies, he writes, 1s remark- 
able, and speaks volumes for the ability of its mer- 
chants and the natural wealth of its agricultural 
resources. During the current year there is a most 
marked increase in trade; this improvement is 
reflected in the value of the principal shipping, 
banking, industrial and agricultural shares, which 
have been steadily rising since last December. 
Amongst causes which have contributed to the 
improved economic situation must be placed first 
and foremost the increased prices now being 
obtained for all produce exported, with its resultant 
influx of money, which has increased the purchasing 
power of the people and created a better demand for 
imported goods. There have been, however, many 
difficulties during the past year, and many failures 
among Kuropean merchant houses that made no pro- 
vision for paying the retrospective war profit taxes 
which were long overdue and imposed by the Ordi- 
nance of June, 1921, which rather unexpectedly 
increased the tax levied on profits earned two years 
previously. Firms who had distributed -their 
profits long before the revised taxes became law 
were naturally unable to find the money which was 
demanded by the Government at a time when trade 
was bad, and reserves had to be used to meet current 











expenses. Their difficulties were increased by 
almost daily failures in’ the bazaars. Chinese 


retailers who had received goods on three to six 
months’ credit were unable to meet their bills, and 
if pressed for payment took refuge in liquidation or 
fled from the country, with the net result that 
European importers have lost millions of guilders in 
bad debts. 

Throughout the commercial banks have done 
everything possible to assist the merchant houses to 
weather their difficulties. but as time went on it 
became obvious that many firms were so hopelessly 
insolvent that even under the most favourable trade 
conditions they would never recover their financial 
stability and pay off their heavy overdrafts; the only 
course, therefore, open to the banks was to foreclose 
on the weaker firms and assist others by writing off 
their liabilities under terms of reconstruction. 

THe GOVERNMENT'S EMBARRASSMENT. 


A more serious matter in the economic life of the 
eountry has been the failure of the Government to 
balance the Budget; when the final figures for 1922 
are published it will be shown that there is a serious 
A further disquieting feature is that 
the estimates of the current year show a considerable 
adverse balance. To meet deficiencies in 1921 and 
1922, money had to be borrowed from foreign coun- 
tries, and loans were placed in the United States and 
the United Kingdom. These loans were over-sub- 
scribed, and there appears to be little doubt that 
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the country can borrow all the money she requires 
to meet her present financial ditnculties. if the 
money was being used to develop lines of communi- 
cation and generally assist in opening up the vast 
territories in the Uuter Islands, which would in a 
few years’ time mean new sources pf income, there 
would be no cause for alarm; borrowed money has, 
however, had to be used to meet liabilities incurred 
in previous years and for the payment of interest on 
loans placed locally and in Holland since 1915. It 
is known that the present financial position is caus- 
ing the Government much anxiety, and drastic 
economy has been effected in all services, while 
every available source of taxation has been exploited 
until the burden the people have to carry is so great 
that to many it seems that the prosperity of the 
country is in danger of being crushed. In com- 
mercial circles there is an insistent demand for 
a revision of the existing taxes, and many of the 
suggestions voiced are worthy of the serious con- 
sideration of the Government. Development in 
public services has come virtually to a standstill, 
and only absolutely necessary maintenance work has 
been undertaken ; plans drawn up a few years ago for 
a systematic opening up of the Outer Islands have 
been largely shelved for want of funds, and from all 
sides one hears that the Government is no longer a 
purchaser to any extent. 

Although the great natural wealth of the country 
enables her people to carry the heavy burden of 
taxation, proposed further increases are viewed with 
alarm by the merchant community. It is realised 
by all that it is impossible to go on borrowing money 
indefinitely, and that it is absolutely necessary to 
provide the means for balancing the Budget, but it 
must be admitted that great prosperity was enjoyed 
when this was one of the most lightly taxed 
countries in the world, and that a reversion to the 
old policy of low taxation, which indirectly 
encouraged the investment of capital in agricultural 
industries and led to increase in production, may 
yet prove to be the best way towards recovering 
financial stability, 


THE SITUATION IN 1923. 

During the current year trade conditions 
generally have very much improved. Export trade 
is almost booming and higher prices are being 
obtained for all produce. The sugar crop for 1923 
has been largely sold forward at prices which assure 
a profit to the country of from eight to ten guilders 
on every picul of sugar produced, while the Java 
Sugar Producers’ Association have already sold a 
portion of the 1924 crop forward at from 19 to 21 
florins per picul. Rubber is selling at prices which 
assure a profit of from 6d. to 8d. a pound on produc- 
tion costs. Tea is commanding excellent prices, and 
over 30 million pounds have been sold forward. In 
all other exports the situation is equally favourable, 
and profitable prices are being obtained. Crop esti- 
mates for 1923 show an all-round increase, and up 
to the time of writing the season has been favourable 
for all agricultural industries. The improvement 
in exports is reflected in a_ better demand 
for imported goods, and importers report that 
their turnover during the first three months 
of the current year was greater than any 
period since the boom of 1919-20. From the 
Chinese retailers comes the same story of increased 
sales, and even confirmed pessimists have now to 
admit that the current year shows every promise of 
all-round prosperity. 

There is, however, still only a very moderate 
demand for luxuries compared with that during the 
war period, the boom of 1919 and the early months of 
1920, due no doubt to the fact that the cost of living 
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for Europeans and superior natives is still very 
high, while higher taxation has to be met from 
reduced salaries and a lower bonus, or in many Cases 
no bonus at ail during the past year. During the 
past year the lack of money has enforced a return 
to a more economical mode of life reminiscent of 
pre-war days. This is particularly noticeable in 
the small demand for motor-cars during the past 
year (a high-class touring car was almost unsale- 
able) and the number of second-hand cars thrown 
on the market. The failure of so many long 
established trading companies is also regarded by 
many as a serious loss, but this has been partially 
offset by the flotation of new companies who are able 
to start with a clean sheet, and who, by the absorp- 
tion of many of the ex-employees of the bankrupt 
firms, have been able to benefit by the knowledge and 
experience gained from past mistakes. 


RUBBER. 


The outstanding feature has been the refusal of 
producers in the Netherland East Indies to come 
to any agreement with the Rubber Growers’ Asso- 
ciation representing the interests of the Federated 
Malay States and Ceylon for the restriction of out- 
put. Throughout the long controversy which took 
place between all parties interested in the rubber 
industry the Netherland Indian Government 
adopted a waiting policy, and written and _ tele- 
graphic requests by the International Association 
of Rubber Growers which is represented in The 
Hague and in Netherland India asking to be heard 
with regard to proposed radical measures to be taken 
affecting the rubber industry, remained for a long 
time unanswered. Finally, the Dutch Minister of 
Colonies informed the International Association in 
The Hague that, after conferring with the Governor- 
General, he had come to the conclusion that from a 
Netherland Indian point of view there was not suffi- 
cient reason to take legal measures for restricting 
the rubber production of the Colonies. The 
Minister was, however, prepared to consider further 
proposals, but the general impression left with 
every one connected with the industry in this 
country was that the Government would never 
favour any scheme which restricted the output of 
rubber and therefore curtailed the development of 
rubber estates. 

Throughout the many proposals and suggestions 
made for and against the restriction and the final 
adoption of the recommendations of the Stevenson 
Committee, which worked in conjunction with the 
Rubber Growers’ Association and the Governments 
of the Federated Malay States and Ceylon, it was 
self-evident that the trend of opinion in the Nether- 
land East Indies was against any form of compul- 
sory restriction, but no surprise was caused when 
on 12th October, 1922, the news reached Batavia 
that the recommendations of the Stevenson Com- 
mittee had nevertheless been adopted on the British 
side, and that compulsory restriction of exports 
would be enforced in the Federated Malay States 
and Ceylon. On Ist November a Law was passed 
enforcing restriction by the simple means of placing 
so high a duty on all rubber exported by any estate 
above 60 per cent. of their ‘‘ standard ’’ output that 
export above that amount was no longer profitable. 
It is worthy of record that although Dutch interests 
had refused to conform to any form of restriction, 
about 80 per cent. of the plantations in Java and 
Sumatra, owned by British companies, agreed to 
co-operate with their sister interests in the produc- 
ing countries under British administration, and 
voluntarily to restrict their output on the same scale. 
The effect of restriction on the rubber market was 


soon noticeable. 
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The United States continue to be by far the 
ereatest purchaser from the Netherland East 
{ndies. An American firm has closed contracts 
with several rubber producers for the entire crop for 
two or three years ahead, while other substantial 
buyers in the United States are keenly watching 
the development of the rubber industry in this 
country. In the contracts signed with the firm men- 
tioned above, the buyers had the right to stipulate 
in what form the rubber must be delivered, and some 
surprise was caused when they announced that they 
would require a part of their purchase to be shipped 
as liquid latex. Shipments of liquid latex have 
accordingly been made from Deli (Sumatra) to the 
United States, and the experiment for both rapid 
and economical handling appears to have been a 
success. The latex arrived in perfect condition. 


IMPORTED Goops. 


lor importers the period under review was not 
eenerally favourable. The import statistics for 
Java show that the decrease on 1921 is considerable 
in both volume and value, and that almost all lines 
forming the staple import trade of the country were 
adversely affected. All the more favourable con- 
ditions of supply foreseen early in 1922 were 
fulfilled; goods arrived from supplying countries 
without delay, and, for many, articles, wholesale 
prices have been reduced to the pre-war level, and 
for a few articles to even below pre-war offers. 
There was, nevertheless, very little demand for 
imported goods, and a decrease in value of from 18 
per cent. to 20 per cent. in the final returns for total 
imports in comparison with the previous year is 
expected. 

The poor demand for imported goods must be 
ascribed to local conditions, and more especially to 
the lower purchasing power of the native population 
and to the strict economy practised by Government 
Departments, Europeans and Orientals. This 
country’s purchasing power is dependent upon the 
foreign demand and price obtainable for the pro- 
duction of her agricultural estates and smallhold- 
ings, and, to a lesser degree, on the value of her 
petroleum and tin exports; it has also been shown 
that during 1921 there was little demand for any of 
the country’s exports, and that prices obtainable in 
that year were generally unfavourable. There were 
other contributing causes, such as an all-round 
increase in taxation and a general reduction of 
wages. 

The better export trade of the latter months of 
1922 and the early months of this year is already 
reflected in the import statistics for the first quarter 
of the current year. Many retailers state that their 
turnover during the past few months has been 
eveater than at any period since the latter half of 
1921, consequently stocks have to be replenished 
during the current year and substantial orders have 
been placed with distributors and _ wholesale 
importers. It is not safe, however, to expect that 
the present revival will continue indefinitely, and in 
face of the present chaotic conditions in Central 
European countries it is impossible to forecast the 
trade possibilities of Netherland India. In a few 
lines imports during 1922 showed an improvement 
on the previous year; such lines were, however, 
mostly the necessities of life and accessories required 
in order to increase the output of agricultural estates 
or to reduce the cost of production. 


PREFERENCE FOR KNowWN BRANDS. 


It was particularly noticeable that importers 
usually refrained from importing goods bearing 
trade marks not previously known in this market, 
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consequently general exporters and purchasing 
agents in foreign countries who have in the past 
neglected to establish their interests in the market 
were unable to get a footing and experienced great 
ditticulty in finding suitable local agents. On the 
other hand, importers were desirous to obtain the 
sole representation for well-known manufacturers 
whose registered trade marks are known throughout 
the world. Many enquiries were also received for 
the addresses of manufacturers who exported to this 
country in pre-war days and whose goods have not 
been imported since 1914. There is now a par- 
ticularly good demand _ for:—(a) Chemicals, 
cement, water pipes and fittings (all dimensions), 
harbour equipment, electric fittings, tin plates, 
galvanised sheeting, copper and brass sheets and 
wire. (b) Cycles and cycle tyres, bedsteads, toys 
(all descriptions) and cheap jewellery. (c) Ladies’ 
and gentlemen’s wearing apparel and haberdashery. 
(d) All foodstuffs and beverages, cigarettes, matches 
and soap. 

The surplus stock of all engineering lines is being 
consumed, so that an improvement in the engineer- 
ing trade may be expected before the end of the 
year. Jor piece-goods the demand is slowly 
improving. For high-class ladies’ and gentlemen’s 
boots and shoes stocks are at present very low, also 
for table-glass of medium quality and for cutlery of 
medium to high-class quality. For luxury articles 
such as silverware, motor-cars, pianos and other 
musical instruments, for which there is usually a 
fair demand, present requirements are ea 
normal. For iron-ware, hardware, leatherware, 
glassware and crockery, the demand is good, and 
stocks on hand are normal. Competition in these 
lines is, however, very keen, and profits are cut to a 
minimum. 

The present is a favourable moment for opening 
up new relations with local importers of hardware, 
particularly cooking utensils, tiffin carriers, laundry 
hand irons and household tools, as the price of 
German offers is steadily rising and delivery cannot 
always be relied upon. The best way to open busi- 
ness is to send out samples to leading importers; 
this may be a fairly expensive method of trade pro- 
paganda, but for this market it will prove the most 
successful. 

It is thought that it will be of interest to the 
British exporters to study the principal lines in 
which the leading supplying countries have gained 
a footing in this market, so that they will be able 
to form a better idea of the volume and value of the 
trade enjoyed by British interests and by our com- 
petitors, and judge from a personal analysis of the 
figures appended to this report how far the value 
of the trade now held by our competitors justifies 
active trade propaganda on the part of the British 
exporter in the lines with which he is mostly con- 


cerned. 

(Mr. H. A. N. Bluett’s Report on the Economic Situation 
of the Netherland East Indies to June, 1923, is to be pub- 
lished shortly for the Department of Overseas Trade by 
H.M. Stationery Office. | 





BRITISH COAL MINING INDUSTRY. 





JULY—SEPTEMBER, 1923. 


The marked improvement in the coal trade in the 
second quarter of this year was not fully maintained 
in the third quarter, owing partly to seasonal 
causes and partly to a falling off in the demand for 
coal for export. The output of saleable coal in 
Great Britain amounted to 654 million tons, as com- 
pared with just over 69 million tons in the June 
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quarter, while shipments abroad were 24 million increase being in South Wales and Monmouth, viz., 


tons, as compared with 253 million tons. Even so, 
the figures for the September quarter of this year 
have not been equalled in the corresponding quarter 
of any year since 1913. The average proceeds from 
the sale of coal (both inland and for export) were 
nearly ls. 6d. per ton higher in the second than in 
the first quarter of this year, but it is probable that 
the figures for the third quarter, when they become 
available, will show that this increase has not been 
maintained. There was the usual seasonal rise in 
the price of house coal, but the average value f.o.b. 
of all coal exported fell from 27s. 2d. a ton in June 
to 24s. 9d. a ton in September. 


During the September quarter there was an 
increase of about 9,000 in the number of persons 
employed, raising the total to 1,185,000, including 
clerks and salaried persons, or 68,000 more than were 
employed at the outbreak of war. Employment was 
less regular than during the second quarter of the 
year, but was slightly better than for the third 
quarter of last year. 


As a result of the improvement in trade during 
the months of March, April and May, 1923, wages 
showed a material improvement during the Sep- 
tember quarter, being, it is estimated, about 10d. 
a shift higher on the average than in the previous 
quarter and nearly ls. 6d. a shift higher than in 
August, 1922, when all the districts were on the 
minimum provided for in the National Wages 
Agreement. 


The 
marred by 
an explosion at 
inrush of water at 
Stirlingshire, and an 
pit in Dumbartonshire. 


past quarter has, unhappily, — been 
unusually heavy loss of life through 
Maltby pit in Yorkshire, an 
Redding No. 23 pit in 
explosion at Gartshore 


OUTPUT. 


In the following table particulars are shown of 
the tonnage of coal raised and weighed at the pits 
in each of the principal colliery districts of Great 
Britain during the 13 weeks ended 29th September 
and 30th June, 1923, and 30th September, 1922, 
respectively. These figures do not represent the 
output of saleable coal, since they include a certain 
amount of refuse which is picked out at the pit- 


head :— — 











Tonnage of Coal raised and weighed at 
the Pit during the 13 Weeks ended 














District. 
29th Sept., 30th June, | 30th Sept., 
1923. 1923. | 1922. 

, Tons. Tons. Tons. 
Northumberland... 3,547,000 | 3,585,000 | 3,405,000 
Durham 9,622,000 9,782,000 | 9,165,000 
Yorkshire ... 11,180,000 | 11,696,000 | 10,671,000 
Lancashire, Cheshire and | 

North Wales ... 5,327,000 6,122,000 | 5,114,000 
Derbyshire, Nottingham | 
and Leicester ... »»» | 8,029,000 8,674,000 7,993,000 
Stafford, Salop, Worcester | 
and Warwick . ... | 4,635,000 5,027,000 4,401,000 
South Wales and Mon- 
mouth .. ... 13,409,000 | 13,517,000 12,629,000 
Other English Districts .. 1,332,000 1,398,000 | 1,213,000 
Scotland yee 9,012,000 9,948,000 | 8,745,000 
Great Britain 66, oes, 000 | 69,749,000 | 63, 336,000 








‘hers _The “ Other English Districts ” lidenls. Coibibidalenil 
Westmorland, Gloucester, Somerset and Kent. ] 


The output of coal in all districts during the 
third quarter of 1923 was lower than in the second 
quarter. The decreases ranged from 1 per cent. in 
Torthumberland and South Wales and Monmouth 

o 13 per cent. in Lancashire, Cheshire and North 
Wales; but it was higher in all districts than in 
the corresponding period of 1922, the greatest 








6 per cent. 
NUMBERS EMPLOYED. 


The next table shows the average number of wage- 
earners (excluding clerks and salaried persons) on 
Colliery Books in Great Britain in the quarters 
ended Meso a, and June, 1923, and September, 
1922. The numbers include a few persons who 
were engaged in raising or handling minerals other 
than coal :— 


—— $$$ —_ 


ua erage » Munsher of Wage-Earners 
employed during the Quarter ended 

















District. = 
September, June, | September, 
1923. 1923. 1922. 
Northumberland... 62,700 62,000 59,000 
Durham ... ie 171,500 169,400 157,500 
Yorkshire .. : 179,600 176,800 167,000 
Lancashire, Cheshire and 
North Wales .. , 122,100 123,100 119,500 
Derbyshire, Nottingham 
and Leicester ... 129,900 128,500 124,200 
Stafford, Salop, Worcester 
and Warwick . | 91,600 91,700 87,200 
South Wales and Mon- 
mouth ... 240,500 239,000 225,200 
Other English Districts .. 28, 600 28,400 26,900 
Scotland ... 138,700 137,600 126,800 
Great Britain 1,165,200 1,156,500 | 1,093,300 


a a 


In the third quarter of 1923 the average number 
of wage-earners employed was 8,700 more than in 
the second quarter of 1923 and 71,900 more than in 
the third quarter of 1922. The latter figure 
includes additions of 15,300 in South Wales and 
Monmouth, 14,000 in Durham, 12,600 in Yorkshire, 
and 11,900 in Scotland. 


Days WorKED AND Lost. 


From the following table it will be seen that coal 
was wound at the pits on 66°30 days during the 13 
weeks ended 29th September, 1923, or 5°10 days per 
week, as compared with 5°34 days per week in the 
previous 13 weeks and 5°05 days in the correspond- 
ing period of 1922 :— 





| 18 Weeks ended 


| a 


29th Sept. 30th June, 30th Sept. 




















1923. 1925, | 1922. 
Days on which the pits wound | | . 
coal 66°30 69°39 | 65°67 
Days on which the pits ‘did not | 
wind coal :— | 
Holidays jel ots doo Ahr RB 3°83 2°58 
Disputes Pr | 0°28 0°40 0°23 
Transport difficulties and want | | 
of trade ibs ay Oe 0°98 | 5°93 
Accidents and repairs. | 0°46 0°27 | 6°39 
Other causes | 0°04 0°02 0°04 
Total of the above see | 74°84 74°89 74°84 
Ordinary stop or idle days... | 8°16 3°11 3°16 
Grand total _ w- | 78°00 78°00 78°00 


The rapid increase noted in June in the loss of 
time at the pits through transport difficulties and 
want of trade continued up to the end of August; 
in the last week of that month it amounted on the 
average to 4 day. Since then there has been a 
marked improvement. 


Working time at the pits was highest in South 
Wales and Monmouth (71:73 day s), Northumber- 
land (67°86 days), Stafford, Salop, Worcester and 
Warwick (66°79 days), Yorkshire (66°52 days) and 
Durham (66°14 days); and was lowest in Scotland 
(64°11 days), Der byshire, Nottingham and Leicester 
(63°68 days) and Lancashire, Cheshire and North 
Wales (60°04 days). 
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OUTPUT PER SHIFT. 


The output of coal during the second quarter of 
1923, according to actual ascertainments, was 17°90 
ewt. ‘per man-shift worked. From such indications 
as are at present available the rate of output during 
the third quarter was not sensibly different. 


CoaL SHIPPED ABROAD. 


The quantity of coal shipped abroad, either as 
cargo or for the use of vessels engaged in the Foreign 
Trade, was nearly 24 million tons. This was 
456,000 tons less than in the corresponding period 
of 1913, or 858,000 tons less when allowance is made 
for the inclusion of shipments to the Irish Free State 
in the latest figures. The principal destinations of 
the cargo shipments are indicated below, together 
with particulars of oil fuel shipped for the use of 
steamers : — 





Ine. (+) or Dec. (— yin 
Quarter ended 
Sept., 1923, as 

compared with the 


a ee 


Quarter ended 








. 2nd Sri 
Sep'., | June, | Sept, | Quarter | Quarter 
ic ’ — of 1923, of 1913. 
Tons, Tons. Tons. | Tons, Tons. 


(a) Coal Exported: 
Europe and Mediter- 


ranean Countries: 
Russia* .. aA ese 121,000 102,000 2,318,000 + 19,000 —2,197,000 


Scandinavia -_ 2,024,000 | 1,841,000 2,439,000 + 183,000 — 415,000 
Germany* and Holland 5,626,000 6,008,000 3,017,000 | - 382, 000 +2,609,000 
France, Belgium and 








Italy ... .- 7,841,000 | 8,921,000 | 6,065,000 —1,080,000 +1,776,000 
Spain ae Portugal oie 473,000 456,000 860,000 + 17,000 |— 387,000 
Malta, Gibraltar and | 

Channel Islands ne 181,000 248,000 248,000 '-- 67,000 - 67,000 
Egypt, Algeria and 

Other Countriest . , 1,680,000 | 1,686,000 | 1,678,000 '- 56,000 — 48,000 

Total 7 17,896,000 19,262,000 16,625,000 —1,366,000 +1,271,000 


Africa and Asia (exclu- | | 
ding the Mediterra- | 








nean Countries) - 441,000 | 497,000 615,000 — 56,000' — 174,000 
North and Central 

America sen os 210,000 | 241,000 66,000 ;|— 31,000 + 144,000 
Suuth America ... ... 1,059,000 | 1,088,000 1,652,000 — 29,000 - 593,000 
Other Destinations... 55,000 | 26,000 34,000 + 32,000 + 24,000 
~ To tal rnemae! Ex- = 

ported . : ..- 19,664,000 21,114,000 18,992,000 —1,450,000 + 672,000 








(b) Foreign Bunkers 


Shipped: 5,458,000 — 220,600 -1,128,000 


4,330,000 | 4,550,000 





Total shipments... 23,994,006 25,664,000 24,450,000 my 670, 000 — 456,000 











(c) Oil fuel shipped for | 
the use of steamers 
engaged in the | ‘Cannot be | Cannot be 

Foreigu Tradet .. 250,000 236,000 | stated + 14,000; stated 





* Not including 224,000 tons of coal exported during the quarter 
ended June, 1923, to territory which was formerly part of the 
tussian or German Empires—viz., Finland, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Ksthonia, Poland and Danzig. During the quarter ended September, 
1923, 310,000 tons were similarly exported. These quantities are 
included with exports to ‘‘ Other (European) Countries.”’ 


t Including 465,000 tons of coal exported to the Irish Free State 
during the quarter ended June, 1923, and 402,000 tons similarly 
exported during the quarter ended September, 1923. Such shipments 
have not previously been included. 


t Assuming that the relative efficiency of oil is as 100: 66, the oil 
fuel shipped as bunkers during the quarter ended September, 1923, 
was equal to 379,000 tons of coal and to 358,000 tons during the 


previous quarter. 


The continued effect of the dislocation of Euro- 
pean supplies of coal caused by the occupation of the 
Ruhr coalfield by France and Belgium is seen in the 
largely increased supplies of British coal sent to the 
countries which are chiefly affected, viz., Germany, 
Holland, France, Belgium and Italy. Nearly 134 
million tons of coal were exported to these countries, 
as compared with 15 million tons during the 
previous quarter and 9 million tons during the 
corresponding period of 1913. 

The quantity of coal exported to all other markets 
was 62 million tons, 
during the previous three months, but 3:7 million 
tons less than in the corresponding period of 1913. 
The decline since 1913 has affected all the principal 
markets, but more especially tent South 
America, Scandinavia and Spain and Portugal. 


or about the same quantity as - 
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Shipments of coal to Canada increased, and 
together with shipments to Newfoundland were 
166, ,J00 tons, or substantially higher than before 
the war. 


About 7} million tons of coal were exported from 
Bristol Channel Ports, 64 million tons from 
North-East Coast Ports, 2? million tons from 
Scottish Ports, and 2+ million tons from the 
Humber. As compared with the quantities exported 
during the corresponding period of 1913, there was 
an increase of 5 per cent. at the North- East Coast 
Ports and of 13 per cent. at the Scottish Ports. On 
the other hand, there was a decrease of 24 per cent. 
at the Bristol Channel Ports and of 7 per cent. 
the Humber Ports. 


CONSUMPTION OF CoAL AT HoME. 


The quantity of coal available for consumption in 
Great Britain and Ireland was nearly 40 million 
tons, allowance being made for the coal-equivalent of 
coke and manufactured fuel exported, or about 23 
million tons less than during the previous quarter. 
In the corresponding quarter of 1913 there were 
424 million tons of coal similarly available. No 
allowance is made in either period for the difference 
in the stocks of coal held at the beginning and the 
end of the quarter. 

SELLING PRICES. 

The following quotations per ton for particular 
qualities of coal are given in continuation of similar 
particulars published in the ‘‘ Journal ”’ of 16th 
August, 1923 (page 161). These quotations repre- 
sent the basis of current business at the dates given 


and indicate reductions ranging from Is. to Os. per 
ton for coal shipped abroad since the end of June: — 


2 — 

















South Wales. /yridiands | Durham Pane ; 
,.| Best Prime | Yorkshire! Screene 
Date. PO ac ll — Derby Gas | Hards. Navi- 
Export Seconds. Brights. Coal. | | gation. 

(i.0.b.) | (f.0.b.) | (Pit.) (f. O. b. )| _ (Pit.) (f.0.b.) 
1923. ht & < a a i 245) Qe | 8. de 
29th June... 27 0 28 O 28 O 30 O 21 0 |; 30 O 
27th July ona 27 O 27 6 26 0 28 0 i eS.UrrTM mee SG 
3lst August ... 26 6 27 0 26 0 240; 21 0; 2 O 
28th Sept. ... 26 0 26 6 27 O 24 0 21 0 | 2 6G 





The average declared value per ton f.o.b. of the 
coal exported was 26s. 2d. in July, 25s. 3d. in 
August, and 24s. 9d. in September. The average 
declared value for all classes of coal ex ported during 
the year 1913 was 13s. 10d. per ton. 

WAGES. 

The estimated earnings of workers of all classes 
and ages was 10s. 8d. per shift on the average, as 
compared with an ascertained average of 9s. 93d. ‘per 
shift during the quarter ended June. 

The increase was shared in varying degree by 
most of the principal districts, but a dow nward 
tendency was observed in September in the Eastern 
Division (comprising Yorkshire, Nottinghamshire, 
Derbyshire, Leicestershire, Cannock Chase and 
Warwickshire) and in Scotland. 

In the following districts wages continued at the 
minimum level at which they have been for a con- 
siderable time, viz., Cumberland, Lancashire, North 
Staffordshire and Cheshire, South Staffordshire and 
Salop; Newbury District of Somersetshire; Bristol ; 
and Kent. 

The rates of wages in two districts for similar 
classes of adult workers, other than piece-workers, 
are shown below in continuation of particulars pre- 
viously published in the ‘‘ Journal.’”’ As was 
previously stated, the position with regard to wages 
in South Wales is now less typical of wages in the 
chief exporting districts than it was for merly. The 
improved conditions in this district are, however, 
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reflected in the increased wages paid during July, 
August and September. 


South Wales and M onmouth. 





Labourers. 




















! 
Date. Colliérs. | Rippers ln auliers ClassA | ClassB 
| | | Workers. Workers. 
1923. s. d. s d. | os. d. | s. d. s. d. 
15th June.. 8 10 Pig | ars fe a 6 8* 
idth July...| 9 6 Rubet Oi k-4y (| 6 1] 
15th Ang...| 9 6 | 8 8 | Rie ee ae 
15th Sept...} 9 9 | 8 6 8 4 /? 5 7 1 


* These are the subsistence r ates of wages for workers ¢ over 21] years 
of age. Class A workers include all those who are entitled, as the 
head or the support of a family, to a supply of house coal. Class B 
workers are those not so entitled. 

Nore.—Men working on ths afternoon and night shifts in this 
district are paid at the “rate of six shifts wages for a full working 
week of five shilts. 


Derbyshire (Eacept South Derbyshire). 


| " Top Hard ” Seam. 























| Ripping | 
' and | Corporals Datallers 
Date Stallmen | Timber- | (adults) (adults)* 
ing* 
1923 s. d. s. d s. d. s. d. 
15th June... _— 12 4 ll 0O 10 5 10 1 
15th July... ...| 12 8 ll 4 #4108 10 4 
15th August | 12 8 | Il 4 10 8 10 4 
15th September ...| 12 8 | 11 3 | 10 8 10 4 
*- All Other ’’ Seams. 
Ripping | 
and | Corporals | Datallers 
Date | Stallmen  Timber- | (adults) | (adults)* 
| ing* 
1923 ol el’ eet ee 
15th June... aia 2s 108 ); #10 1 9 6 
16th July... ../ 12 6!| 10] 10 4 9 9 
15th August _ 26; 11 0), #10 4 9 9 
16th September ... 12 6 ; 1011 | 19 4 | 9 9 


 * Other than Chargemen. 


The rates of earnings of piece-workers are 
naturally higher than those specified above, and no 
allowance is made for house coal supplied to miners 
free, or at special prices, 

The following alterations were made to the 
arrangements already in operation for the payment 
of subsistence wages to low-paid day-wage workers 
in accordance with the provisions of the National 
Agreement, particulars of which are to be found in 
the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ’’ of 9th November, 
1922 (page 520) :— 

Cumberland (from 4th June).—For workers 21 
years of age and over, subsistence wage 
reduced from 6s. 84d. to 6s. 74d., for workers 
18 years of age and under 21 from 6s. 4d. to 
6s. 3d., and for women from 3s. 8d. to 3s. 7d. 
per shift, subject to the provision that for those 
18 years ‘of age and under 21, the addition to 
wages shall not exceed 3d. per day. 


South Wales and Monmouth (from Ist July) :— 
For Class A workers, i.e., workers who are 
entitled to a supply of house coal— 

Workers over 21.— Subsistence wage 
increased from 7s. 2d. to 7s. 6d. per shift. 
Workers 18 to 21. — Subsistence wage 
increased from 6s, 3d. to 6s. 7d. per shift. 


ACCIDENTS AT MINES. 


Three hundred and thirty persons were killed and 
1,213 persons were seriously injured* by accidents 
in and about coal and metalliferous mines. 

On 28th July explosions occurred at the Maltby 
Main Colliery in Yorkshire and at the Gartshore 
Colliery in Dumbartonshire, involving the death of 
27 and 8 persons respectively. On 25th September 
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an inrush of water occurred at the Redding No. 23 
pit in Stirlingshire as a result of which 40 lives were 
lost. 

Further particulars of the accidents reported at 
all mines during the past three months and during 
the previous quarter and the corresponding period 
of 1922 are » Shown in 1 the statement below :— 


Number of persons 
seriously injured * 
during the 
Quarter ended 


— or — ——— —————— 


Number of persons 
killed during the 
Quarter ended 














Place and cause of | 
accident. | 





























|  Sept., | June, Sept., | Sept., | June, | Sept., 
| 1923. | 1923. | 1922. | 1923. | 1923. | 1922. 
| - - } 
Below ground :— | 
Explosions of fire. | | | 
dampor coal- dust! 36 | 6.4: +68 £486 44.3 
Falls of ground ,,.|_ 132 133 | 133. | 475 566 | 510 
Shaft accidents ...| 14 11 10 | 49 21 13 
Haulage accidents} 61 4 ) gn fi 299 316 |) 190 
Miscellaneous ... 66 | 30 J | 235 | 234 | | 
Above ground : | | | 
On railways, sid- | | | 
ings and train- | 
ways ... ad 8 | 12 |) | 38 36 | } 
Other surface | | 17 | | 143 
accidents ., 13 | 15 J | 9 | 94 |J 
| = = = = 
Total ...| 330 | 296 | 278 |1,213 | 1,291 | 1,181 
* These refer to accidents which because of their nature are 


required to be reported to the Inspectors of Mines at the time of their 
occurrence. They include (a) accidents causing fracture of head 
or limb, or dislocation of limb, or any other serious personal injury ; 
(b) accidents caused by explosion of gas or dust, or any other 
explosive, or by electricity or by overwinding, and causing any 
personal injury whatever. The number of persons less seriously 
injured is considerably greater, but particulars of such accidents are 


not yet available: 

In comparing the above totals it 1s necessary to 
bear in mind that since September, 1922, the 
number of persons employed at mines has increased 
by about 7 per cent. 


Costs or PRODUCTION AND PROCEEDS. 


The statistical summary of output, and of the cost 
of production, proceeds and profits of the coal- 
mining industry of Great Britain during the 
quarter ended 30th June, 1923, has recently been 
issued (see Cmd,. 1972 From this the following 
particulars have been taken. Similar particulars 
for the three preceding quarters are added for 
compari ison. 


Costs of Production and Proceeds per 
ton of coal disposable commercially 
during the Quarter ended 




















30th 3lst | 31st 30th 
June, | March, Dec., Sept., 
1923. | 1923. 1922. 1922. 
Costs of Production— s s. d. s. d. a. €4 
Wages* .. oo. | LL 11°50 i 6°63 |11 495,11 4°48 
Stores and Timber | 8 226; 2 087 | 2 007; 2 1°72 
Other Costs (manage- 
ment, salaries, repairs, 
office and general ex- 
‘penses, depreciation, 
etc.) . 2 664) 2 468 | 2 11°64); 3 1°46 
Miners’ Welfare Fund | 
Contributions .. 0 103; 0 109; 0 1:10) 0 1:09 
Royalties (including the | 
rental value of free- | 
hold minerals where 
worked by the - 
prietor) ee .| O 639 O 631] O 647{ 0 6°43 





Total costs ... (17 3°87 16 7°58 {117 113/17 318 


Deduct proceeds of 
miners’ coal ... -- | O 124, O 1°41; O 1:33) 0 1:10 
16 11°80 |17 2°08 





Total (net) costs |17 2°63 16 6°17 


Proceeds of Commercial 
Disposals nels +» |20 5°28 18 11°48 [18 6:19 |18 3:08 


Balance : | 
Credit -. | 3 265 > 2 531 














1 6:39; 1 1:00 


* Including subsistence allowances paid to. low-paid _day-wage 
workers. 





1923. 
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Costs of production, which have steadily decreased 
since the third quarter of 1921, rose during the 
second quarter of 1923 to 17s. 2°63d. per ton and 
were 846d. per ton more than in the previous 
quarter, one-half of.which is accounted for by 
increased wages. This increase in expenditure, how- 
ever, was more than counterbalanced by the increase 
of ls. 5°80d. per ton in revenue. ‘The excess of 
revenue over expenditure was, consequently, higher 
by 9°34d. per ton during the second quarter of 1923, 
amounting to 3s. 2°65d. per ton, or the highest 
figure recorded under the National Agreement of 
1921. 





a 


Notes on Trade. 


[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., published in the ‘‘ Journal,”’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 
selves. | 








PALESTINE TRADE IN AUGUST. 


The exports from Palestine during August last 
were the highest recorded since the British occu- 
pation, reaching the figure of £E.180,000, whilst 
the imports amounted to £E.356,000. The chief 
items exported were water melons £EK.74,000, 
specie ‘£E.48,000, cereals and _ fresh fruits 
£22,000. 

The imports and exports during the eight months 
ending 3lst August last amounted to £E.3,172,000 
and £E. 955, 000 respectively, as compared with 
£E.3,638, 000 and £E. 833,000 respectively in the 
corresponding period of 1922. Re-exports during 
the same periods were valued at £E.179,000 and 
£#.123,000 respectively. 





NETHERLANDS BEET SUGAR CROP. 


The Commercial Secretary at The Hague states 
that, according to a local press report, the sugar 
crop is disappointing in that the roots are small 
and the sugar contents low. Although a 25 per 
cent, larger area was sown, the sugar production 
will remain below last year’s and is not expected to 
amount to more than 200,000 to 210,000 tons, as 
against 235,000 tons in the previous year and 
346,000 tons in 1921. 

Moreover, the average Besa content of the sugar 
beet is only 15°25 to 15 5 per cent., which is 3 per 
cent. below that of the previous crop year at the end 
of October. 





NORWEGIAN WHALING INDUSTRY. 


According to the Scandinavian Shipping 
Gazette the whaling industry is now of great 
importance to the economic position of Norway. 
Last season’s operations in the Southern fields 
represent a value of 50 million kroner, to which is 
to be added the yields from the other areas. In the 
Southern fields there are this year 6 land stations, 
14 floatine factories and 66 whaling boats, while 
about 3,000 Norwegians are employed in the work. 
All the expeditions have now left for the South seas 
and, as far as the South Georgia companies are con- 
cerned, operations have already commenced. 





ESTHONIAN BUTTER AND EGG EXPORTS, 


According to information furnished by the Export 
Control Commission of the Esthonian Ministry of 
Agriculture, 312 tons of butter were passed by the 











goods, 
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Control Commission and _ exported during 
September, as compared with 388 tons in. August. 

The total export of butter during the first nine 
months of 1923 amounted to 1,905 tons, of which 
about one-half was shipped to London. 

In September 779,400 eggs were examined by the 
Control Commission and exported, as compared with 
212,400 in August. 

The total number of eggs exported during the first 
nine months of 1923 amounted to 1,840, 100. 





UNITED STATES BUSINESS CONDITIONS. 


The Representative in London of the Irving Bank- 
Columbia Trust Company, New York, has received 
a cable from headquarters stating that both 
wholesale and retail trade are irregular. October 
failures numbered 1,594 and the capital involved 
was 74,450,000 dols. The automobile industry is 
active, but the boot and shoe industry, iron and steel 
and cotton seed oil are dull. United States steel 
earnings for the third quarter totalled 47,054,000 
dols. Copper on 2nd inst. was quoted 128 cts. per lb. 
with demand good. Bituminous coal production 
has decreased, and prices are the lowest since Ist 
January. Petroleum output has increased, but 
prices are irregular. Print cloths, 64s. Boston, 
grey goods and tobacco are active. Wool consump- 
tion during September amounted to 46,616,000 Ib., 
or a million lb. below August. 





WHOLESALE PRICES IN THE UNITED 
STATES. 


The Index Number of wholesale prices in the 
United States, compiled by the Federal Reserve 
Board for the purpose of international comparisons, 
increased 4 points in September to 163, showing that 
prices have practically returned to the June level, 
after the decreases of July and August. 

There were increases in all groups, although the 
most striking were in raw materials and consumers’ 
caused by rises in farm and food products. 
Goods imported also rose for the first time since 
last April, due in part to increased costs of raw silk 
and sugar. 





WAREHOUSING CHARGES IN GUATEMALA. 


H.M. Acting Vice-Consul in Guatemala reports 
that the period during which goods may be ware- 
housed in Guatemalan Custom houses, without 
payment of storage dues, has been increased from 
two to three months. 





NOTICE. 





The price of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ”’ is 6d. (7d. 
post free). Annual subscription (post free) 30s. in the 
United Kingdom. Overseas subscription, 31s. 6d. per 
annum, post free. 


The Editorial Offices are at Government Buildings, Great 
George Street, London, S.W.1. All editorial communica- 
tions should be addressed to ‘‘ The Editor.”’ Telephone No. 
Victoria 3840. 


The Publishers (to whom should be addressed all com- 
munications concerning subscriptions and sales) are H.M. 
Stationery Office, Imperial House, Kingsway, London, 
W.C. 2, or Branches (see Cover). 


ADVERTISEMENTS.—AIl applications concerning the inser- 
tion of advertisements in the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ”’ 
should be addressed to the Advertisement Contractors: Fas 
Publications, Ltd., 24, Essex Street, Strand, London, 
W.C.2. (Tel. Nos. Central 8203-4 (two lines).) 
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a. 


Exhibitions and Fairs. 


DEEP SEA FISHING EXHIBITION. 

Working on the lines of the International 
Fisheries Exhibition of 1883, the organisers of the 
Fisheries Exhibition of 1922 and 1923 are making 
a bold effort for the success of the Deep Sea Fishing 
Exhibition of 1924, which is to be held at the Royal 
Agricultural Hall, Islington, from 28th July to 16th 
August next. 

An exhaustive programme is now in course of pre- 
paration, whereby, in addition to British and 
Colonial exhibits, Governments of foreign countries 
are being urged to participate and add colour to the 


Exhibition, 


BRUSSELS AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY 
EXHIBITION. 

The Eleventh Agricultural Machinery Exhibi- 
tion, to be held at the Palais du Cinquantenaire, 
Brussels, from 16th to 25th February, is organised 
by the Société de Mecanique et d’Industries 
Agricoles, 29, Rue de Spa, Bruxelles, under the 
patronage of the Ministry of Agriculture. 

The closing date for entries, which must be made 
to the Secretary, is 15th December, 1923. A copy 
of the Regulations (in French) may be seen at the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Exhibitions and 
Fairs Division), 35, Old Queen Street, London, 


aw. a. 
GOTHENBURG JUBILEE EXHIBITION. 


The following memorandum on the Jubilee Exhi- 
bition, held in Gothenburg from 8th May to 15th 
Qetober, this year, has been compiled from infor- 
mation supplied by courtesy of the Chairman of the 
Exhibition. 

The Jubilee Exhibition, which was arranged to 
celebrate the 300th anniversary of the foundation 
of the City of Gothenburg, comprised the following 
sections : — 

General History of Civilisation. 

History of Trades and Industries. 

Municipal History. 

Art. 

History of Sports and Athletics. 

Swedish Cuiture Abroad. 

Exhibitions of Modern Swedish Industry; and 

Artistic Handicraft. 

The Exhibition grounds covered altogether an 
area of about 310,000 sq. metres, of which 80,400 
sq. metres were occupied by buildings. 

The historical sections were arranged by the 
Exhibition authorities, the exhibits having either 
been borrowed, purchased for or presented to the 











Exhibition. The Municipal Exhibition was 
arranged by the City of Gothenburg with the aid of 
its various technical and social institutions. In 


the section of Swedes abroad, the exhibits consisted 
chiefly of loans and gifts from foreign countries. 

The Art Exhibition consisted of a retrospective 
section exclusively based on pictures borrowed from 
museums and private persons as well as of a modern 
Swedish section. 

The participants in the exhibition of artistic 
handicraft and industry numbered 106, composed of 
firms engaged in the various arts and crafts. 

The exhibitors in the Export Exhibition totalled 
900. 

The following exhibitions were arranged in build- 
ings erected in close proximity to the machinery 
halls :— 

International Automobile Exhibition, 9th May- 

Ist July. 
International Cities and ‘Town 
Exhibition, 27th July-12th August. 


Planning 
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Swedish National Industries Fair, 20th-26th 
August. 

Fifth Northern Horticultural Show, 21st-30th 
September. 


The following exhibitions were held on the old 
‘* parade ground,’’ an area of about 224,000 sq. 
metres :— 


Twenty-second General Swedish Agricultural 
Show, from 19th-24th June. ‘This included 
an exhibition of cattle, farm produce, and 
agricultural machinery of different kinds, as 
well as an International Aero Exhibition, from 
20th July-12th August. 


About 200 different congresses and meetings were 
held in Gothenburg during the course of the Exhi- 
bition, some of the most important being the 
following :— 

International Master Printers’ Congress. 

Congress of Scandinavian Chambers of Commerce. 

Scandinavian Insurance Companies’ Conference. 

Various agricultural meetings and congresses in 

connection with the Agricultural Show. 

The Baltic and White Sea Conference. 

Congress of the Swedish Red Cross. 

Congress of Scandinavian Natural History 

Scientists. 

Congress of Scandinavian Historians. 

Congress of Philatelists. 

Meeting of the Society ‘‘ Norden.”’ 

Oddfellows’ Conference. 


In connection with the Town Planning Exhibi- 
tion, a series of National Congresses of Municipal 
Employees and Civil Servants with various numbers 
of participants was held, and during a special week 
devoted to the sciences of engineering, some ten 
different engineering congresses were held. During 
the Aero Exhibition an International Aero Confer- 
ence was arranged, at which representatives from 
most of the European and several non-European 
countries were present. 

Altogether paying visitors to the number of 4} 
millions passed through the turnstiles of the Jubilee 
Exhibition ; up to 55,000 season tickets, valid for the 
whole period of the Exhibition, were sold in addi- 
tion to about 105.000 season tickets, valid for four, 
eight or fourteen days. Reduced rates were granted 
to participants in congresses who obtained special 
congress tickets, of which about 70,000 were sold. 





FORTHCOMING FAIRS. 





UNITED KINGDOM. 
Motor SHow— 


Olympia, November Ist-10th. Organised by the Sociity 
of Motor Manufacturers and Traders, Ltd., 83, Pall Mall, 
London, S.W. 1. 
CoMMERCIAL Motor Transport Roaps DEVELOPMENT Exuarpr- 
TION— 
Olympia, November 22nd-December Ist. Organised by 
the Society of Motor Manufacturers and Traders, Ltd., 
83, Pall Mall, London, S.W. 1. 
IDEAL HoMES AND GENERAL TRADES EXHIBITION— 
Agricultural Hall, Norwich, January 3lst-February 9th, 
1924. Organised by Messrs. Hamiltons, Granville Cham- 
bers, Bury Street (New Oxford Street), London, W.C. 1. 
WARRINGTON INDUSTRIAL TRADES EXHIBITION— 
Empire Hall, February 6th-16th, 1924. Apply to Organis- 
ing Manager, L. Batley, Esq., Gorsey Works, Stockport. 


BRITISH INDUSTRIES FAIR, WHITE CITY, LONDON April 28th 
to May 9th, 1924, AND CASTLE BROMWICH AERODROME, 
BIRMINGHAM, May 12th-23rd. 


Lonpon.—Cutlery; Silver and Electro-plate; Jewel- 
lery ; Watches and Clocks; Hard Haberdashery; Glassware 
of all Descriptions; China, Earthen and Stone ware: 
Paper; Stationery, and Stationers’ Sundries and Office 
Appliances; Printing; Books; Fancy Goods, including 
Tobacconists’ Sundries; Leather Goods, including Travel- 
ling Requisites; Leather; Brushes and Brooms; Toys 
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and Games; Sports Goods (including Sports Clothing) ; 
Scientific and Optical Instruments; Medical and Surgical 
Instruments and Appliances; Spectacle Ware and Opticians’ 
Supplies; Photographic and Cinematograph Apparatus and 
Requisites ; Musical Instruments; Furniture of Wood, Cane, 
and Wicker; Bedsteads and Bedding; Carpets, Linoleum, 
etc.; Basketware; Chemicals, Light and Heavy; Domestic 
Chemical Products; Drugs and Druggists’ Sundries; Per- 
fumery; Dyes, Foodstuffs (Prepared and Preserved) and 
Beverages; Confectionery (Sugar and Chocolate); Tobacco, 
Cigarettes, and Cigars. Apply to:—Department of Over- 
seas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. 


BrIRMINGHAM.—Lighting Plant for Electricity; Gas, 
Oil, etc.; Cooking Stoves and Utensils, including Alumi- 
nium, Enamelware, etc.; Foundry Appliances; General 
Hardware, including Builders’, Marine, and Household 
Ironmongery of all Descriptions; General Machinery of all 
Descriptions, and Small Tools; Mill Furnishing; India- 
rubber Goods for Industrial and Household Purposes ; 
Motor Cycles and Cycles; Accessories for Motor Cars, 
Cycles, and Aeroplanes; Weighing and Measuring Appli- 
ances, and Instruments; Sanitary Appliances; Paints, 
Colours, and Varnishes, and Painters’ Requisites; Railway 
Equipment; Metals of all Descriptions (excluding Precious 
Metals; Agricultural and Horticultural Machinery, and 
Implements; Mining, Colliery, and Quarrying Plant; 
Brewing and Distilling Plant; Metal Furniture for House, 
Shop, Office, Garden, and Camp Use, including Bedsteads ; 
Building Construction ; Perambulators, Mailcarts, and Push- 
chairs; Saddlery and Harness; Firearms; Fishing Rods 
and Tackle; Tubes in Copper, Lead, Brass and Steel, and 
Steam, and Pipe Fittings; Architectural and Ornamental 
Metal Work, including Gates and Fencing; Ropes of Steel 
and Hemp, Cordage, and String, Apply to :—NSecretary, The 
Chamber of Commerce, 95, New Street, Birmingham. 


Deer SEA Fisuinc ExuHiBitTlon— 
Royal Agricultural Hall, Islington, July 28th-August 16th. 
Apply Universal Exhibitions Ltd., 22-24, Great Portland 
Street, London, W.1. 





OVERSEAS. 


AMSTERDAM INTERNATIONAL Gas EXHIBITION— 
October 13th-Novembe~ 11th. Organised by the Amster- 
dam Municipal Autho.ities. For rules apply to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, S.W. 1. 
BARCELONA INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION OF BUILDING TECHNIQUE— 
October-December. 
Mian Darry Propuce Exuisirion— 
November. Apply to :—Direzione-Generale, Milano, via 
Tigli 7. ; 
Buenos AIRES AUTOMOBILE EXHIBITION— 
November. Organised by ‘“ Automovil Club Argentino.” 
Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
AMSTERDAM PEOPLE’S Foop EXHIBITION— 
November 22nd-December 5th. 
BritisH IntTeER-CoLONIAL EXHIBITION— 
Hokitika, New Zealand, December 15th, 1923—February 
2nd, 1924. For prospectus apply to Department of Over- 
seas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 
EXHIBITION OF NATURAL AND MANUFACTURED PRODUCTS OF THE 
STATE cF BoLIvaAR— 
Ciudad Bolivar, December 19th. 
Paris AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY EXHIBITION (3RD)— 
January, 1924. Apply to Commissariat General, 8, Rue 
Jean Goujon, Paris 8 (e). 
HAVANA INTERNATIONAL SAMPLES Farr (1stT)— 
February 9th-24th, 1924. 
CHALON-SuR-SAONE INTERNATIONAL 
AND LEATHER 
February 27th. Apply to M. Richard, 7, Place de Beaune, 
Chalon-Sur-Saone. | 
Urrecut Farr (10TH)— 
March 11th-20th. General Secretariat, Jaarbeurs, Admin- 
istraligiham, Vredenborg, Utrecht. 
PRAGUE INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE Fair (8TH)— 
March 16th-23rd. Staromestska Raduice, Praha 1. 
BRUSSELS INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL Fair (5TH)— 
April Ist-16th. Maison des Ducs, 19, Grand 
Bruxelles. 
RenNES Farr anD ExurBitTion (3rD)— 
April 26th-May 4th. 
INTERNATIONAL DatRY AND REFRIGERATING MACHINERY Exuipti- 
TION— 
Buenos Aires, 5th May. 


FAIR FOR {Aw HIDES 





Place, 





[Notz.—The above list is not intended to include all forth- 
coming Fairs and Exhibitions throughout the world, but only 
to cover some of the more important ones. especially those of 
interest to the British manufacturer. Information regarding 
Exhibitions and Fairs other than those mentioned above is on 
file and may be obtained on application to the Exhibitions and 
Fairs Division, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W. 1.] 


| Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 
AUSTRALIA. 








DIRECTION OF IMPORT TRADE. 
(From H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner.). 


MELBOURNE. 
The following statement shows the values of imports into 
the Commonwealth of Australia of goods the produce or 
manufacture of the United Kingdom, Canada, Germany, 
Japan and the United States during the first quarter of the 
current year :— 


United 





Classes of Goods. Ger- United All 

















Kingdom, Canada. many, Japan. States. Countries, 
£ £ £ £ £ £ 
1. Foodstuffs of animal 
origin, but execlud- 
ing live animals 108,275 $6,781 0, 2,150 103,902 494,500 
2. Foodstuffs of vege- 
table origin; non- 
aicoholic beverages 123,447 795 421} 5,805 41,837 1,375,307 
8. Spirituous and alco 
holie liquors , 383,824 6 113 140 “= 448,772 
4. Tobacco and  pre- 
parations thereof . 41,145 = 76 © 438,696 515,715 
5. Live animals : 26,848) ~- — — 2,163 47,030 
6. Animal substances | 
(mainly unmanufac- 
tured) not foodstuffs 15,06] -- 162; 2,614 7,643 237,687 
7. Vegetable substances 
and fibres 97,383 2,144 708' 14,204 16,306 635,326 
8. (a) Apparel .. ... 1,328,550 43,860, 8.321) 61,681 269,670 2,216,715 
(b) Textiles .. .., 6,556,022 3,280) 7,219 478,944) 261,942, 8,128,070 
(ec) Manufactured i 
fibres - 7 472,324 — 40 3,034 7,709, 859,458 
9. Oils, fats and waxes 77,073 134 363 12,122 716,932' 1,353,858 
10, Paints and varnishes 115,465 312 853) 223 27,223 151,156 
11. Stones and minerals, 
including ores and 
concentrates Zi 22,852 4%) 152 42 29,827 85,799 
12, (a) Machines and | 
machinery .. -. 1,873,978) 157,056) 21,557) 4,001! 879,170! 3,129,999 
(b) Metal and meta 
nianufactures other 
than machinery .. 3,823,246) 745,316) 38,915) 12,440 1,600,794 6,507,771 
13. (a) Rubber and rub- | 
ber manufactures .. 130,857 104,333 1,464! 631) 202,814 052,214 
(b) Leather and 
manufactures ol | 
leather and substi- | 
tutes therefor - 48,310 8,112); 3,727] 225 92,883 153,362 
14. Wood and wicker, * 
raw and manufac- 
tured... ee tia 37,295 93,538 932! 45,789 532,797 1,366,129 
15, Earthenware, ce- 
ment, china, glass 
and stoneware | 353,859 4,649 2,898! 47,843) 38,746 572,171 
16. (a) Paper... -+| 498,615, 124,971) 2,273) 739, 55,626 1,068,456 
(b) Stationery and 
paper manufactures 323,749 4,525! 2,040; 3,368 83,496 458,273 
17. Jewellery, time- | | 
pieces and fancy 
goods.. .. ..| 200,984 4) 10,127) 14,666, 56,279 472,781 
18. Optical, surgical and | 
scientific instru- 
ments oP be 101,295 1,185) 6,739) 1,425 160,120 280,845 
19. Drugs, chemicals 
and fertilisers 508 957 2,599 17,281; 4,289) 106,606 957,261 
20. Miscellaneous 1,272,144 10,742) 31,078} 35,227, 199,835 1,725,350 
21. Gold, silver and 
bronze specie 1,200 — —_ | — 8 2,277 
Totals ., 18,476,298 1,389,877|157,982) 751,633, 5,938,024 33,776,258 
The total value of imports in December quarter, 


1922, was £33,916,903, of which the United Kingdom’s 


share was £18,047,914, Canada’s £1,227,844, Germany’s 
£122,023, Japan’s £961,163 and the United States 
£6,143,086. In September quarter last year the total value 


of imports was £31,578,375, of which the United Kingdom’s 
share was £16,180,575. 
Kigures for the June quarter of the present year, which 
we hope to be able to publish in full in next week’s issue of 
the ‘‘ Journal,’’ show the total value of imports during that 
period to have been rather smaller than in March quarter at 
United 
tributed goods worth £15,469,320 and the United States 


£32,383 ,697, 


goods valued at £7,231,992. 


nearly two crores of rupees. 


towards 


which 


the 








BRITISH INDIA. 


THE MATCH INDUSTRY. 


The Bihar and Orissa Government have issued the follow- 
ing communique, states the “‘ Indian Trade Journal ’’ : — 

During the last four years the average imports of matches 
into India, most of which come from Japan, were valued at 


Kingdom con- 


In spite of the high import 


hs & 


- 





2 
= ahd a 


> - - 
saith MM I a2” all calmiasdti 


e 
> 
fo ea 


ae 


sz 


a 
(UN Dal ae 


* 





490 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 


NOVEMBER 8, 1928. 











IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—Continued. 





duty on matches, which amounts to over 100 per cent. ad 
valorem in most cases, the match industry is not yet 
established in India. 

A number of small match factories have been started 
throughout the country, but a great number of these have 
failed or are in difficulties. This seems to be due not to 
any inherent difficulties in making matches in India, but to 
the numerous mistakes made by the owners of these factories. 
Unsuitable sites are chosen or else an adequate supply of 
suitable wood is not obtained. Insufficient or unsuitable 
machinery is bought, and the promoters are often ignorant 
of the proper method of making match-heads, or purchase 
inferior chemicals for the purpose. 

In order to assist manufacturers in Bihar and Orissa to 
overcome these difficulties the local Government have 
engaged Mr. A. P. Ghosh, who has been trained in Japan, 
Sweden, Germany and England, to make an investigation 
and submit a report. He will examine all the forests of the 
Province, test the various woods available and advise on the 
most likely sites for factories. He will inspect the existing 
match factories in the Province and advise on their defects. 
He will also draw up plans and specifications for a small 
demonstration factory and advise where it should be located. 





———— 


CANADA. 


RECENT COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL 
CONDITIONS. 


(From H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 





TORONTO. 

It is anticipated that general business conditions in 
Canada will show an improvement during the latter part 
of the year, in which period the business peak of the year 
is usually reached. The marketing of the crops is assist- 
ing the revival of trade. Relatively, the business of whole- 
sale houses has improved to a greater extent than that of 
the retailers. Buying is being done only for short periods, 
and this is likely to continue. Stocks are therefore being 
carried here in many lines not only by Canadian and United 
States firms, but also by British manufacturers who desire 
to secure a share of the business offering. Collections of 
accounts generally are not as satisfactory as is desirable. 
Officers of the Canadian Bank of Commerce, discussing these 
conditions, said early in October :— 

‘‘ Manufacturers, while hopeful of the future, are not 
actually receiving orders in any volume to warrant the 
belief that business generally will be any more active in the 
near future than during the past few months. No doubt 
this steadiness of conditions is, in a measure, attributable 
to the determination on the part of the public to liquidate 
obligations carried over from the years immediately suc- 
ceeding the war rather than to incur new debts. Creditors 
are carefully watching the course of harvest operations with 
a view to collecting overdue debts as soon as this is possible. 
They feel, no doubt, that in past years too much credit has 
been given, and their opinion is borne out by a number of 
readjustments that are now taking place in the commercial 
and financial world. Meanwhile there continues to be no 
lack of employment, and business in general appears to be 
fundamentally sound, as evidenced by the volume of railway 
traffic, the size of the bank clearings and the decreased 
number of commercial failures.’’ 


GRAIN CROPS. 


The Western Canada wheat crop is expected to realise the 
Prairie Provinces a net sum of about 360,000,000 dols. 
From the wheat crop alone it is possible to forecast a return 
of 62,000,000 dols. more than the receipts from last year’s 
harvest. An expert student of Western Canadian con- 
ditions believes that not too much in the way of new 
business should be anticipated. In Alberta, which has the 
most bountiful harvest this year, it will be found in some 
sections that a great part of it will be needed to make up 
for poor results in the past two years. But if anticipation 
is not placed too high, business in Western Canada should 
be satisfactory as returns from the wheat crop come to hand. 


INpusTRIAL ACTIVITIES. 


Reports of business and industrial conditions in Canada 
during September received by the Canadian Manufacturers’ 
Association from various centres are, on the whole, of a 
hopeful character. While factory operations are not 
generally at full capacity, and, while some industries are 
closed or running only part time, the outlook is better 
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than it was a year ago. In Ontario, Belleville reports that 
lock factories, industrial alcohol plant, cement works, and 
all plants associated with the building trade, are operating 
to capacity. The cities in Ontario near the internationa! 
boundary, state that most factories are active, with manu- 
facturers fairly well booked with orders. Factories in 
Brantford are fairly busy and orders are on the increase. 
It is reported from Chatham that works, with few excep- 
tions, are operating at regular capacity, with orders run- 
ning 85 per cent, of normal, whilst manufacturers and 
wholesalers in Hamilton are receiving orders in greater 
volume than at this time a year ago, general business con- 
ditions unquestionably showing improvement and becoming 
stabilised, though still somewhat below normal. Oshawa 
reports that all factories are busy and that builders are 
calling for more men. Reports from Peterborough show 
that, of 42 industries in that city, all are operating at full 
time and some overtime, with the exception of textile mills. 

In the Maritime Provinces, St. John has a record of 
general activity in lumber, cotton, brushes and brooms, 
nails and sugar. Sydney, Nova Scotia, states that the steel 
plant is now at about normal capacity and local factories 
are working full time. Sherbrooke factories are receiving 
a fair volume of orders, but operations are not quite at 
capacity. 

Factories in Winnipeg are running at about 75 per cent. 
capacity, but Fall orders are unusually heavy in some lines, 
metal and iron trades being particularly active. Reports 
from Regina show that wholesale houses are finding that 
trade is picking up and is ahead of a year ago. In 
Calgary, industries are running to capacity and conditions 
generally show a tendency to improve, 


Moror-Cars. 


The number of motor-cars exported by Canada during the 
year ended August was 61,543, or within 40 per cent. of the 
total of such exports by the United States during its last 
fiscal year. During the year the value of the motor-cars 
and parts exported was 34,621,000 dols., as compared with 
16,293,000 dols. for the same period last year. The British 
Empire took the largest proportion of these, but 50 countries 
appear in the list of foreign purchasers. The Ford Com- 
pany of Canada, Ltd., in the fiscal year ended 31st July, 
had a total output of 70,328 cars and 3,395 tractors, as 
compared with 45,000 cars and 1,192 tractors for the pre- 
vious year. The profits for the year, after deduction of all 
expenses and reserves, were 5,106,197 dols., compared with 
5,006,521 dols. the previous year. The total sales and other 
income amounted to 38,556,182 dols., which is an increase of 
9,282,928 dols. for the twelve months, this being attributable 
to much greater output following reduced selling prices. 


AMERICAN BRANCH Works. 


The establishment of Amercian branch works in Canada 
is continuing. Among the firms who are _ reported 
as recently having the matter under consideration or who 
actually have acquired branch works here are manufacturers 
of silks, stucco flooring, perambulators, disc motor-car 
wheels and animal traps. The continual invasion of the 
Canadian market by American firms who establish branch 
works, large or small, assembly or otherwise, have 
apparently caused numerous British manufacturers per- 
sonally to study the Dominion with a view to learning the 
conditions here and to ascertaining, at first hand, the best 
method of meeting them. 


Hypro-ELectricaL EquiIPpMENT. 


A number of large orders for hydro-electrical equipment 

have been placed during the past few months. Those 
British firms who have local branches or other representa- 
tion here have been active in seeking, and, in some cases, 
successful in securing the business. Orders for a consider- 
able sum were secured by a Swedish firm. A Canadian firm 
has obtained an order for 12 water wheels for a hydro- 
electrical enterprise in Quebec Province, valued at nearly 
2,000,000 dols. The same firm is building two large elec- 
trical generators, the contract price being about 1,000,000 
dols. 
New business is likely to be offered as a result of the 
development of the pulp and paper industry. Discussion of 
the electrification of railway lines foreshadows heavy expen 
diture on equipment account. 

Canada’s position amongst the leading water-power 
countries of the world in proportion to population is now 
third in water-power development and second in electrical 
energy consumed. From the year 1915 tv 1923 the turbine 
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h.p., installed in Canada, has increased from 1,936,000 to 
2,974,000, or 54 per cent. Considerable information as to 
hydro-electrical power development in the Dominion 
is contained in the Report on the trade of Canada, referred 
to above, 

BUILDING CONSTRUCTION. 

‘Lhe amount ot new building in Canada shows no decrease. 
Contracts awarded in August amounted to 27,489,000 dols., 
against 25,197,500 dols. a year ago, and for September 
23,382,000 dols. against 29,313,500 dols. last year. for the 
past nine months building contracts have exceeded 1922 by 
33,389,300 dols. in value. Contemplated new construction 
reported during September totalled 50,779,000 dols., or 
11,702,200 more than a year ago. Activity has been in 
evidence this year in the construction of public works and 
utilities. During the first nine months of 1923 contracts 
were awarded in the Dominion for 219 bridges, costing 
3,738,800 dols.; 66 dams and wharves, 3,379,200 dols.; 190 
sewer and water systems; 3,677,200 dols.; 1,087 road con- 
struction contracts, 37,809,100 dols.; and 250 general 
engineering projects, costing 28,025,000 dols. This repre- 
sents a total of 76,629,300 dols., expended on engineering 
developments alone, or 24,630,300 dols. more than during 
the same period of 1922. With the return of lower interest 
rates, provinces, counties, municipalities, railroads, and 
certain other corporations will now institute building pro- 
grammes which have been latent for many years. The 
demand for tiles, builders’ hardware, etc., is good. The 
principal call is for the cheaper hardware, but the better 
class materials can be sold to some extent. 


IRON AND STEEL TRADE. 


The outlook in the iron and steel trade appears brighter. 
Production this year has been, at a monthly average rate, 
practically double that of 1922 and compares well with the 
high records of 1919 and 1920. Last year the monthly 
average for steel ingot production was 40,000 tons and 
32,000 tons for pig-iron. The steel ingot production 
amounted to 73,500 tons in July and to 105,000 tons in 
August, whilst the pig-iron output amounted to 81,600 
tons in July and 92,600 tons in August. Orders for steel 
rails are anticipated by Canadian mills for spring 
delivery. Engineering shops are not very busy and the 
demand for machine tools is only fair, with considerable 
competition for the business. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 
PLYWOOD MANUFACTURE AND IMPORTS. 


Within the lest two years two factories—one at Parow, 
near Capetown, and the other in Durban—have been 
established in the Union for the manufacture of plywood. 
These factories, states a Report of the South African Board 
of Trade and Industries on the South African Plywood 
Manufacturing Industry, represent invested capital to the 
amount of £75,000; they are equipped with up-to-date 
machinery, and are said to be capable of producing between 
them 370,000 ft. of plywood per month, each running only 
on one shift. | 

The firms owning the factories have appealed to the South 
African Board of Trade and Industries for protection, par- 
ticularly against the alleged dumping of the cheaper grades 
of plywood from Russia and Finland. Plywood is rated in 
the Customs Tariff at 20 per cent. ad valorem, less a rebate 
of 3 per cent. on goods from Great Britain and reciprocat- 
ing British Colonies. 

Imports oF PLYWooD. 


The following statement shows the value of imports of 
plywood and their sources for the past four years : — 








—E - — 

















Source. | 1919. | 1920. | 1921. | 1922. 

ae ee £ 
United Kingdom a = 211 | 7,325] 3.691! 4,663 

Canada... ii oa .. | 3,488] 1,945 1,292; — 
Finland... we 04 | — | 4,636 914 | 2,330 
Holland _ ws oe by 2 RBS 333 739 | 472 
Poland ... | | .-c. | 12.160) 1,207 | 1,458 
Russia ... sate ve a7 999 | 4,609 1,942 | 750 
Ree ee ot eee) 367 | 509 
United States of America . | 10,803 | 3,694 86 | 566 
Germany dea poe of — — | 1,283 
Australia " ae — | 213 129 | 401 
Other countries ewe aon | — | 2,328 958 | 2,643 
Total ... ... ... | 18,703 | 38,556 | 11,325 | 12,775 
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Official statistics do not disclose the quantity of plywood 
imported into and consumed in the Union. Prices of 
plywood vary over a wide range and are dependent upon 
the raw-material value of the woods used in their construc- 
tion. Any assessment of quantities imported on a basis of 
available values is consequently apt to be misleading unless 
very carefully analysed. The value of the imports for 1922, 
as shown above, was £12,775, and of this amount it has been 
ascertained definitely that one manufacturer’s agent—the 
principal importer, who handles mainly the more expensive 
end of the t1ade—accounts for £7,356, or 557,149 ft., which 
gives roughly a figure of 26s. per 100 sq. ft., home consump- 
tion value. Taking an average figure of 15s. per 100 sq. ft. 
for the balance of the imports—£5,419—a figure of 723,000 
ft. is obtained, giving a total annual import of, roughly, 
1,280,000 ft. The sales of the two local factories during the 
year 1922 were, roughly, 1,125,000 ft., which, with importa- 
tions added, gives a total consumption of approximately 
2,400,000 ft. per annum. 

These figures go to show that on a basis of plant capacity 
the local factdries are more than capable of supplying the 
Union's requirements of plywood. 

Factors GOVERNING THE INDUSTRY. 

Technical and practical experience in manufacture, 
favourable local conditions, readily available supplies of 
suitable timbers and other considerations count, however, 
for much in the industry. Several of these factors are 
lacking locally at present, and it is doubtful whether some 
of them will ever develop. It must be assumed, therefore, 
that there will always be a market in South Africa for the 
higher grades and distinctive types of plywood from over- 
seas, and that the future prosperity of the local industry 
lies in concentrating on the production of the cheaper and 
medium grade types of plywood from _locally-grown 
indigenous and exotic timbers. At present the industry 
relies mainly on supplies of imported timber, but samples of 
locally grown woods, principally oak, pine, and poplar, have 
been tried with success. The railage charges, however, pre- 
clude the free use of local woods. 

The Board of Trade and Industries feels strongly that 
every assistance should be given to encourage the use of 
local woods for ply-making, and to this end recommends that 
the lowest rail rate be granted for the transport of logs in 
the rough. It also recommends that the duty on plywoods be 
altered to a minimum rate of 3s. 6d. per cubic foot, with an 
alternative minimum rate of 22 per cent. ad valorem, which- 
ever shall be the greater.—South African Journal of 
Industries. 








SUDAN. 
FOREIGN TRADE, JANUARY-JUNE. 


According to the monthly Journal of the Sudan Chamber 
of Commerce, the public import trade during the first half 
of this year amounted in value to £E.1,419,667, as com- 
pared with £E.1,072,647 in the corresponding period of 1922. 
The principal imports’ included’ cotton piece-goods 
£E.516,753, tobacco, cigarettes, etc., £E.105,990, machinery 
(excluding motor-cars) £E.95,900, flour £E.52,431, tea 
£E.51,744, iron and steelware £E.48,172, sacks £E.36,859, 
soap £E.30,254, alcoholic beverages £E.26,854, timber 
£E.22,445, petroleum £K.13,811 and coffee £E.8,505. In 
public imports noticeable increases are recorded in cotton 
piece-goods and machinery, the latter being largely due to 
important purchases of agricultural machinery for the cotton 
cultivation in the Gezireh. 

Government imports during the same periods amounted 
in value to £E.791,317 and £E.1,001,477. Of these imports 
sugar and coal and patent fuel show a reduction of 
£E.177,339 and £E.124,014 respectively. 


Export TRADE. 


The public export trade during the half year under review 
was valued at £E.1,483,094, as compared with £K.1,197,074 
in the first half of 1922. The principal exports included 
gum £E.626,591, ginned cotton £E.269,010, dura 
£5.124,266, sesame £E.113,764, dates £E.44,429, cattle 
£5.42,910, hides and _ skins £E.40,811, ground nuts 
£32,816, cotton-seed ££K.28,731, sheep and_ geats 
£E.19,887, ivory £E.18,478, dukhn £K.16,777, maize 
£E.15,518 and senna £K.13,765. 

A feature of this was the advance made in the exports 





of gum, the figures given above being £E.266,904 in excess. 


of those for the first half of 1922. 
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EUROPE. 


ESTHONIA. 
FOREIGN TRADE IN AUGUST 


According to the figures of the Esthonian Central 
Statistical Bureau, the foreign trade during the month of 
August was as follows : — 











Imports :-— 
General merchandise ............... 38,495 tons 


SONNEI a ipendis sve stbudetdbdiewsteas 5 heads 
iss cnticsttethnteencdddsbeabad _— 6 total 308 reg. tons. 


The total value of the imports was 958,403,149 Esthonian 
marks. 


Exports: 
(seneral merchandise ............... 57.070 tons 
DINE Uiidins sivdecbeines bebubeesebbes 3,066 heads. 


The total value of the exports was 627,291,519 E. marks. 
In comparison with the trade figures of August, 1922, a 
total increase of about 50 per cent. is shown, ‘the value of 














imports exceeding those of exports in both cases, as 
follows :— 
| August, 1922. August, 1923. 
Tons. | E. Mk. Tous. | Mk. 
Imports 33,220 | 687,926,373 38,495 | ea antes 
Exports 33,550 | 423,406,279 57,070 | 627,291,519 
Total 66,770 | 1,061, 332,652 95,565 | 1,585,694,668 


were cotton and 


1923, 


The principal imports in August, 


other fibrous materials to the value of 143 million E. marks, 
and coal and coke of a weight of 11,640 tons. Other 
important imports were foodstuffs, fertilisers, machinery 


and chemicals. 

The chief exports were wool to the value of 184 million E. 
marks, wood manufactures of a weight of 38,333 tons, 
and paper, dairy produce and textiles. 





FRANCE, 
INDUSTRIAL RECONSTRUCTION. 


(From the Commercial Counsellor.) 





Paris. 

In continuation of particulars of the progress of recon- 
struction in the Department of the Nord (see the ‘‘Journal’’ 
of 25th October, pages 431-2), the ‘‘ Nord Industriel ”’ 
summarises the work done in the Department of the Aisne 
as follows :— 

The number of factories damaged or destroyed during the 
war amounted to 2,897, of which 1,969 have resumed opera- 
tions. At the present time 43,854 men are at work as 
against 80,719 before the war. The following table shows 
the progress of industrial reconstruction in the Depart- 
ment :— 


-—- - + —_—— 


2,901 


1. Number of factories in 1914.. ae - sin sib 
2. Number of factories damaged or destroy ed , 2,897 
3. Number of factories in partial activity... ss 7 839 
4. Number of factories completely reconstructed ite 
5. Number of workmen employed in the factories in 1914. | 80,719 
6. Number of workmen employed in factories now operating | 43,854 
7. Number of workmen employed in the reconstruction o 
factories... - doe ove rie see ine | 4,519 





————» 


‘The reconstruction of the companies producing and dis- 
tributing electric power has been completed. It is to be 
hoped that the percentage of reconstructed factories may 
overtake that of the payments made by the ccmpetent 
authorities. The latter amount to 73 per cent. of the 
assessed damage, whereas only 39 per cent. of the damaged 
or destroyed factories have been completely and 29 per cent. 
partially reconstructed. 


AFRICA. 


EGYPT. 
FOREIGN TRADE, JANUARY-SEPTEMBER. 


(From the British Commercial Agent.) 











ALEXANDRIA. 
The Department of Statistics, Cairo, has issued the fol- 
lowing advance statement of the foreign commerce of Egypt 
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during the month of September and the first nine months 
of 1923 :— 


eee 


_SE UTEMBER. 
Difference. 






































1928. 1922. 

Imports :- | £E. £E. £E. 
Tobaceo.. . | —«- 114,823 128,101 | - _13,278 
Other merchandise 3,270,396 3,416,594 | — 146,198 

Total 3,385,219 3,544,695 | — 159,476 

Exports :— | : 
Cotton | 1,682,736 1,754,718 | - 71,982 
Cigarettes | 92.525 47.928 | — 25,403 
Other merchandise | 364,672 274.695 | + 89,977 

Total me | 2,069,933 2,077,341 | — 7,408 

Re-exports | soe | 100,064 105,442 | — 5,378 

Transit trade... ve | 208,988 387,499 | — 178,511 


J ANUARY-SEPTEMBER. 





























| 1923. 1922 Difference. 
Imports :— , ge £E. £E. 
Tobazco.. sat 1,077,973 ,178,211 | — 100,238 
Other merchandise om 30, 480,395 29,420,455 | + 1,059,940 
Total it «| 31,558,368 30,598,666 | + “959, 702 
Exports :— | 
Cotton . | 25,921,556 22,254,742 | + 3,666,814 
Cigarettes roe | 279,723 921,521 | — 241,798 
Other merchandise _... 5,608,655 5,681,249 | — 72,594 
Total 31,809,934 | 28,457,512 | + 3,352,422 
Re-exports a _ 1,103,289 | 2,284,373 | — 1,181,084 
Transit trade 3,133,400 3,858,453 | — 725,053 














ASIA. 


CHINA. 
TRADE OF SWATOW IN JUNE QUARTER. 


(From the Commercial Secretary.) 
SHANGHAI. 

The dry atmospheric conditions which prevailed during 
the greater part of the second quarter were unfavourable to 
agriculturists, but towards the end of June a certain 
amount of rain fell, though too late to be of much benefit 
to the growing rice. The yield was consequently dis- 
appointing, and amounted to only about one-third of the 
usual crop in the Kityang, Puning, and Fungshun districts, 
whilst in some areas only a quarter crop was_ recorded. 
Widespread distress was the result, the price of rice locally 
rising to 8 dols. per picul, and greatly exceeding this figure 
in many inland localities. Importations from Chinese ports 
increased by 18,907 piculs, and those from abroad by 376,000 
piculs, as compared with the corresponding quarter of 1922. 





Import TRADE. 


Despite the depression which has prevailed in the Swatow 
markets, it is satisfactory to be able torecord a slight 
increase in the import trade. 

Imports of American kerosene oil rose from 303,030 to 
978,030 gallons, and the Sumatran product also advanced 
considerably. These increases, however, were mainly due 
to shortage of stocks. The Swatow match factory has not 
yet entirely recovered from the effects of the typhoon of 
August, 1922, with the result that increased importations of 
20,651 and 109,103 gross, respectively, have beén received 
from Japan and China. 

The piece-goods trade in general was slack, and the pro- 
mising cotton cloth weaving industry in the interior was 
greatly discouraged, with the result that Indian and Chinese 
yarns showed decreases of 3,111 and 15,220 piculs respec- 
tively. The aniline dye trade declined in value by 26,422 
Haikwan taels, due, it is considered, to the large stocks lately 
imported, whilst wheat flour (of American origin), which is 
largely consumed in the interior, exhibited a falling off to 
the extent of 23,243 piculs; the Chinese variety likewise 
declined over 20,000 piculs, both results due to the troubled 
conditions prevailing. 


IMPORTS FROM JAPAN AND GERMANY. 


Imports of Japanese cotton yarn rose from nil to 3,341 
piculs; fish, salt and dried, from 8,923 to 21,148 piculs; 
and cuttle-fish from 277 to 2,257 piculs. The last-named 
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commodity was put on the market at 80 dols. per picul, 

whereas 140 dols. was demanded for the native article. 
German goods of many varieties are now on the market, 

and strenuous endeavours are being made to push their sale. 


Export TRADE. 


During the quarter under review exports of clothing, mis- 
cellaneous, declined from 47,905 Hk. tls. to 36,175 Hk. tls., 
fire crackers and fireworks from 3,362 piculs to 1,407 piculs, 
potato flour from 20,426 piculs to 17,944 piculs and grass- 
cloth from 3,476 piculs to 1,331 piculs. This last industry, 
which centres in the Kityang district, suffered heavy losses 
last year, originating in poor prices and culminating in the 
typhoon disaster. The drawn work industry, which con- 
tinues to gain in popularity abroad, was stimulated by 
the fact that linen and grass-cloth were procurable at prices, 
20 per cent. and 10 per cent. respectively, lower than those 
of last year. 

SuGAaR TRADE. 

Following a season of low sale prices, combined with high 
costs of fertilisers and the devastation caused by the typhoon, 
the area under sugar-cane was reduced, and stocks were cor- 
respondingly low. Exports of brown sugar consequently 
decreased by 66,506 piculs, and white sugar by 31,733 piculs, 
as compared with the corresponding period of 1922. 


CANNED FRUITS AND VEGETABLES. 


Exports of canned fruits and vegetables, aided by favour- 
able prices of tin plate and foreign sugar, increased from 
132,652 to 193,611 doz. 

OTHER Exports. 

There was a good demand from Bangkok for jute cordage, 
which local merchants were able to supply at 11 dols. per 
picul, as compared with 12.50 dols. during the June quarter 
of 1922. The recovery of the Straits rubber industry helped 
the export of white alum. A fall in the price of Wolfram 
ore (Tungsten) from 60 dols. per picul to about one quarter 
of that sum led to a decline in exports from 404 to 94 piculs. 

Industries which were especially hard hit by the typhoon 
included the manufacture of bamboo-ware, chinaware and 
pottery, canned fruit and groundnut oil factories, and 
orange cultivation. It is satisfactory to note that all of these 
are now recovering, with the exception of the cultivation of 
oranges. It is anticipated, however, that this latter will 
recover its former importance in the near future 


SHIPPING. 

The supply of freight space was well maintained; and the 
majority of flags made a better showing than in the June 
quarter of 1922. British and American vessels were especi- 
ally noticeable, the former with an increase of 136,636 tons, 
and the latter with 22,618 tons. The net increase under all 
flags was 141,117 tons. Norwegian shipping declined by 
24,095 tons, while the Siamese flag showed nil, as against 
10,136 tons for the corresponding period of last year. 
On the Saigon route, two Chinese shipping companies with 
headquarters there have been for some time engaged in 
competition to secure the traffic, with the _ result 
that freight rates have been cut by half, and passenger 
fare by two-thirds. Traffic with Bangkok tends to increase, 
to some extent, at the expense of Singapore. Additional 
vessels are making their appearance on the run from 
Manchurian ports with bulk cargo. Japanese steamers 
linking up Formosa with Hong Kong and Canton call here 
en route, as do sometimes their steamers running between 


Keelung and Haiphong. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
DIRECTION OF EXPORT TRADE. 


In spite of the world-wide growth of American trade and 
the enormous quantities of merchandise shipped to Europe 
during the war years, neighbouring North American 
countries are now taking a higher proportion of United 
States exported products than ever before, states ‘‘ Com- 
merce Reports ’’ (Washington). 

During the last fiscal year 26 per cent. of all United 
States exports was absorbed by the comparatively small 
population of thirty-six and one-half million people living 
close to its borders; this represented an average of 30 dols.’ 
worth of American goods for each person in these countries. 
The United States exported to Canada 73 dols.’ worth of 
goods for every man, woman and child in the Dominion 
during the last fiscal year. Cuba bought 54 dols.’ worth 
per capita and Mexico only 8 dols. per head, largely owing 
to the much lower standard of living among the masses 
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of the people. The West Indies and Central America 
averaged 11 dols. per capita. 

As compared with these figures the per capita takings of 
American goods throughout the world were only slightly over 
2 dols. European nations, in spite of their high standard 
of consumption and their demand for all classes of commo- 
dities, took less than 5 dols.’ worth of United States pro- 
ducts per capita; while American sales in Asia averaged 
less than 0-50 dols. per person. Thus the average Canadian 
farmer and his family consume more American goods than 
a fair-sized village in India or the population of an entire 
city block in some central European town. | 

One of the problems of the American exporter, com- 
ments ‘‘ Commerce Reporis,’’ is how to increase sales to 
these more distant markets with their latent purchasing 
power. If for no other reason, the growth of popula- 
tion in Canada and the return of settled conditions through- 
out Mexico are also subjects of extreme interest to the 
American business man. 








Finance and Banking. 
CANADA. 





DOMINION GOVERNMENT LOANS. 


The Dominion Government loan to refund the 172 million 
dols. 1918 Victory Bonds due on lst November was offered 
on 24th September, states H.M. Trade Commissioner at 
Toronto. It was oversubscribed and applications for 200 
million dols. of the bonds were accepted by the Government. 
The terms of the loan compare well with the 100 million 
dols. loan raised in New York last year. This borrowing 
was effected when money was cheap in the United States 
and the 5 per cent. bonds were marketed at par. The 
present loan, under-written entirely in Canada, affords a 
yield of 5:14 on the twenty-year bonds and 5:23 on the short- 
term issue. The loan has strengthened confidence in the 
general situation. 

Canada’s borrowing to date in 1923 has reached a total of 
432,124,623 dols., as compared with 340,199,411 dols. for the 
first ten months of 1922. The largest item in the current 
year’s financing is the Dominion of Canada refunding loan 
referred to above. Borrowing on account of Federal and 
Provincial Governments aggregated 247,131,500 dols. 
Municipal financing totalled 82,887,048 dois., corporation 


78,606,075 dols. and railroads 22,500,000 dols. The great 
bulk of the new financing was absorbed by Canadian 


investors, the total standing at 356,675,623 dols. A total 
of 73,949,000 dols. was sold in the United States, 1 million 
dols. in the United Kingdom and 500,000 dols. elsewhere. 

The Government, of Ontario sold 40 million dols. 5 per 
cent. bonds due in 25 years to a Canadian financial syndi- 
cate, having previously refused all offers received in 
response to invitations by public tender for a loan of 30 
million dols. The bonds will be offered for subscription in 
Canada. The Provincial Treasurer of Ontario, referring to 
the issue, said: 

‘ There is no greater developed and undeveloped country 
in the world to-day than the Province of Ontario. It is the 
intention of the Government to see that the great wealth 
of the Province in mines, timber, fish, grain and produce is 
developed to the greatest possible extent. This must be 
done economically and with care and prudence.”’ 





—_ 


COLONIAL PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


A list of Colonial Publications on Trade and other subjects 
recently received and filed for reference at the Enquiry 
Office, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W. 1 :— 


Canada: 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics : 

Manufactures of the Non-Ferrous Metals in Canada, 1921. 

Summary of Canal Statistics for August, 1923. 

Trade of Canada with United Kingdom for August, 1923, and twelve 
months ended August, 1922 and 1923. 

Canadian Grain Statistics, week ended 21st September, 1923. 

Department of the Interior—Forestry Branch. 
White Pine. (Free Pamphlet No. 1.) 
White Spruce. (Free Pamphlet No. 2.) 
Douglas Fir. (Free Pamphlet No. 3.) 
Hemlock. (Free Pamphlet No. 4.) 

The Tree-Planting Division. Its History and Work, by Norman 
M. Ross, B.S.A., B.F. 

The Forests of Canada—their extent, character, ownership, manage- 
ment, products, and probable future. 

ae a work of the Dominion Forest Service. Circular 
No. 17. 
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Shipping and Railways. 





AUSTRALIA. 


RAILWAY CONSTRUCTION AND 
IMPROVEMENTS. 


It is reported that the expenditure of £4,500,000 on the 
rolling stock, permanent way and workshop equipment of 
the South Australian Government railways will con- 
siderably reduce running costs and make possible a 
reduction of about 20 per cent. in freight rates, states the 
“Industrial Australian and Mining Standard,” which adds 
that it is proposed to expend the money on the following 
works :— 


| £ 

Locomotives ... ites fel se pd ae 350,000 
Passenger and eight Cars ... wh iv _ ... | 1,180,000 
Shop plants _ ga 500 000 
Widening the W estern syste m 18 1,000,000 
Relaying with heavier rails various lines ... ae ... | 330,000 
New bridge over the Murray at Mur ay Bridge ... ... | 250,000 
Strengthening existing bridges __... “ coe . | 100,000 
Adelaide station facilities se 1650 000 
Miscellaneous works, such as elec tric signals, dispatchers rs’ 

telephones, houses for the staff, etc. ... soe we 640,900 


Soutw AUSTRALIA Murray LANDS RAILWAYS. 


The South Australian Railways Standing Committee’ 
according to the same authority, recommends that a rail- 
way, with a bridge over the River Murray, be constructed 
from Paringa to Renmark. The bridge is designed, in 
addition to railway service, for vehicular and pedestrian 
traffic. It is proposed that one-fifth (£12,000) of the 
estimated cost of the bridge should be charged to the Roads 
and Bridges Department. 


RAILWAY ELECTRIFICATION IN NEW SovutH WALES. 


The New South Wales Railway Commissioners are now 
making preparations to meet the increase in consumption 
of electricity, anticipated in connection with the electrifica- 
tion of the suburban lines. The White Bay Power house 
is now being extended by over 200 ft. to provide for equip- 
ment which will increase the capacity by 100 per cent. 
The extension practically amounts to the duplication of 
existing equipment and facilities, but at the same time the 
opportunity will be taken to effect such improvements as 
will bring the power station up-to-date. 





CANADA. 
SEA ROUTE BETWEEN EAST AND WEST, 


The Office of H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner, Montreal, 
has furnished information to the following effect, in respect 
to the position with regard to goods shipped from one 
Canadian port to another Canadian port via the Panama 
Canal. 

The position is that the Panama Canal route has not 
been established as a bonded route and no arrangements 
have been made for Canadian Customs supervision of the 
transhipment of the goods at a port in the United States. 
Shipments forwarded at a Canadian Atlantic port by this 
route therefore would not be treated as Canadian goods 
on arriving at a port in British Columbia, but Canadian 
goods shipped in a British vessel on a through bill of lading 
from one Canadian port to another and passing through the 
Panama Canal would be admitted duty-free at the Canadian 
port on arrival if not landed or transhipped at any inter- 
mediate port, although the vessel may call at a port in 
the United States during the voyage. 

[Notrt.—Personal enquiries regarding shipping and trans- 
port matters should be made at the City Office of the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Shipping and Transport 
Section), 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C, 2.] 








JAPAN. 
EARTHQUAKE DAMAGE TO RAILWAYS. 


(From the Acting Commercial Secretary. ) 
TOKIO. 
According to a statement issued to the Press by the 
Chief of the Kobe Railway Bureau, who has visited the 
district devastated by the earthquake, the damages sus- 
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tained by the Japanese railways amount to ninety-five 
million yen. The follow! ing are > the main details : — 








Yen. 

Railroad trucks, stations, tunnels and official buildings | 30,000,000 
Freight cars lost _ ... 893 
Bogie passenger carriages lost 300 r 
Other reeset cars lost... 116 eaemeauted 
Locomotives lost * - 
Railway hospitals, official clothing bureau and others 20,000,000 
Natural decrease of income during the rest of the 

1923-1924 fiscal year 20,000,000 
Losses caused by free-passage of refugees and trans- 

portation of relief provisions at reduced rates 10,000,000 





The restoration of the railways to their former condition 
will take about two years, states the above-mentioned 
official, and the estimated cost of restoration, which has 
to be carried out within the present fiscal year, is 20,000,000 
yen for reconstruction of railway lines and 7,500,000 yen 
for freight and passenger cars. The question of the source 
of these urgently needed funds has still to be decided. 


—— 


Minerals and Metals. 


CANADA. 


MINING ACTIVITIES IN NORTHERN 
ONTARIO. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner in Toronto states that the 
extension of mining enterprises in Northern Ontario is 
likely to continue for many years, gold and silver and nicke! 
being the principal minerals recovered. The United States 
are taking an intimate interest in these fields by investing 
capital there. A little British money has also found its 
way into Northern Ontario. 

MINERAL PRODUCTION. 








The value of Canada’s mineral production for the six 
months ended June, 1923, is estimated at 87,152,248 dols., 
as against 60,361,109 dols. for the corresponding period last 
year, an increase of 44 per cent. The production of metals 
amounted to 39,244,614 dols. and that of non-metallic 
minerals to 47,907,634 dols. These figures show increases 
of 48 and 41 per cent. respectively, the corresponding 
amounts for 1922 being 26,475,544 dols. and 33,885,565 dols. 
The outstanding increases were in the case of nickel and 
copper and the full year’s production will probably show a 
still greater ratio of increase, as it appears that surplus 
stocks existing at the end of the war have been absorbed. In 
the case of gold production there has been a slight decline, 
due to a prolonged shortage of power in the Porcupine 
district last spring. 





——— 


Textiles. 


WORLD COTTON OUTPUT. 
CHIEF PRODUCING COUNTRIES’ FIGURES. 


The results for the season 1922-23 of all cotton-producing 
countries for which the statistics are available, excluding 
China, Turkey in Asia, Nigeria and other less important 
countries, shows a considerable recovery as compared with 
the previous season, during which the decrease in produc- 
tion reached its maximum of 29 per cent. when compared 
with the pre-war figures, the yield being 30 million quintals 
as against 42 million quintals for the period 1909-10 to 1913- 
14, states the International Year Book* of Agricultural 
Statistics, 1922. 

The 1922-23 crop, estimated at 35°8 million quintals, is 
nearly 20 per cent. higher than the crop of 1921-22, but is 
still markedly inferior to the average for 1909-10 to 1913-14 
and the actual yields for the 1919-20 and 1920-21 seasons. 
The recovery is due almost entirely to the increase in the 
area under cultivation, which is shown by the majority of 
the cotton-producing countries, rather than to any improve- 
ments in methods of cultivation or favourable mathoronigsen! 
conditions. The unitary yield for 1922-23 of 1:5 + gay 
per hectare, thougn slightly higher than in 1921- 22, viz. 








F Published by the Intern ational Institute of Agr ioulture (Rome). 
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1:4 quintals per hectare, is lower than for al] the previous 
period. 
CuHiEF PrRopuCcING CouUNTRIES. 

Although cotton is grown in a large number of countries, 
the production of the United States of America; British 
India, Egypt and Brazil (the latter ranking within a very 
short period among the chief producing countries) repre- 
sents nearly the whole ascertained world yield. The follow- 
ing table shows the yield of these four countries for the 
years 1909-10, 1913-14 and 1922-23 :— 





Area Production 
; in millions of hectares). (in millions of quintals). 
Countries. ( ( 
































1909-10, 1913-14. 1922-23. 1909-10/1913-14.] 1922-23. 
United States 13°8 | 13°4 28°3 21°6 
sritish India... 9°] R°5 7°8 a4 
Egypt... 0°7 0's 3°] 2°2 
srazil... =r 0-2 0°6 0°6 ia 
Other countries | 0's 0°6 2°3 l°4 
sane ion = 
Totals Join’ 24°6 23°9 12°] s5°S 


As regards the four principal cotton-producing countries, 
it should be remembered that, as a result of the reduction 
in the North American and Egyptian crops and the increase 
in Indian and Brazilian production, British India and 
Brazil are becoming increasingly important as contrasted 
with the United States and Egypt, The Brazilian crop 
largely counterbalances that of Russia in Asia, which ranks 
in the group of other countries with an average of 460,000 
hectares under cultivation and a yield of 1,300,000 quintals 
for the period 1909-10 to 1913-14 and much lower figures 
for the following years. In considering this group attention 
may be drawn to the marked development of cotton-growing 
in Korea, Uganda and several African Colonies and the 
rapid advance of Australia, where the experimental phase 
has been brought to a successful close, and cotton-growing 
has been started on a considerable scale. 





ff 


Chemicals. 





WORLD SULPHUR TRADE, — 
SULPHATE OF COPPER PRODUCTION, 


[talian sulphur production in 1922 fell to 172 thousand 
metric tons, as compared with 274 thousand tons in 1921 
and 385 thousand tons in 1913; exports, however, increased 
considerably as compared with 1921, a year of intense crisis 
in the sulphur trade of Sicily, states the International Year 
Book* of Agricultural Statistics, 1922. 

The United States, in 1922, maintained its sulphur out- 
turn (1,860 thousand metric tons) at almost the highest 
level, which was attained in 1921, and exceeded the 1913 
yield by about 1,350 metric tons. The exports from the 
United States in 1922 amounted to 496 thousand metric 
tons, a figure never previously reached. 

Regarding the countries which notably increased their 
imports of sulphur during 1922, both as compared with 1921 
and with 1913, Germany, France, the United Kingdom, 
Sweden and Canada may be mentioned. 

Prices of sulphur, both in Italy and in the United States, 
were in 1922 fixed at a much lower level than in 1921. In 
the United States the monthly quotations were even below 
those obtaining before the war. 

SULPHATE OF CopPER. 

The production of sulphate of copper was for 1922 higher 
than for 1921 in France and the United Kingdom; but, 
whereas the French production showed a notable increase on 
the pre-war out-turn, the vield of the United Kingdom 
showed a great decrease. The United States figures for 
1922 are not available, but those for 1921 indicated a great 
diminution in production, especially in comparison with 
1913. 

Data relative to the Italian yield in 1922 is also not 
available; it may be stated, however, that the recent 
growth of manufacturing plant now gives Italy the lead as 
regards copper-sulphate producing capacity. 


. * Published by the International Institute of Agriculture (Rome). 
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Customs Regulations and 
Tariff Changes. 





BRITISH EMPIRE. 





AUSTRALIA. 





DUMPING DUTY ON CAUSTIC SODA 
FROM UNITED KINGDOM. 


A notice dated 19th July, 1923, has been issued under 
Section 4 of the Customs Tariff (Industries Preservation) 
Act, 1921-22, applying the dumping duty to caustic soda 
originated in or exported from the United Kingdom on 
importation into the Commonwealth. Under the notice, 
the dumping duty is applied to all such caustic soda entered 
for home consumption on and after 4th August, 1922. 





EXPORTATION OF SEEDS AND MAIZE IN 
SECOND-HAND BAGS. 
Customs Proclamation No. 82, dated 5th September, 


1923, prohibits the exportation from Australia of seeds 
and maize contained in second-hand bags. 





HEALTH CERTIFICATE REQUIRED IN 
RESPECT OF MEAT, MEAT PRODUCTS 
‘ AND EDIBLE OFFAL. 


The High Commissioner for Australia has received copy 
of a Proclamation published in the ‘‘Commonwealth 
Gazette” on 20th September (Customs Proclamation No. 
83) which prohibits the importation into the Common- 
wealth of :— 

Meat, meat products, and edible offal unless accom- 
panied by an official Meat Inspection Certificate, issued 
by a qualified person duly appointed for the examination 
of meat in the export country showing that the meats 
have been examined and found by ante and post mortem 
examination to be free from disease, and suitable in 
every way for human consumption. 





UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA. 


STAMPING OF PATENT AND PROPRIETARY 
MEDICINES: LIST OF EXEMPTIONS. 


It is stated in Government Notice No. 1615 issued on 
29th September, 1923, that the following household 
remedies shall not be deemed “patent or proprietary 
medicines” for the purposes of Act 23 of 1923, which 
requires stamps to be affixed to the containers of such goods 
when offered for sale in the Union, viz. :- 





Gripe water. 

Hoffman’s Anodyne. 
Ipecacuanha wine. 

Liquorice powder. 

Malt extract. 

Malt extract and cod liver oil.* 
Medicinal paraffin. 


Arnica. 
Camphorated oil. 
Carbolie oil. 
Carbolic ointment. 
Castor oil. 

Cod liver oil. 

Dill water. 


Embrocation. Quinine, ammoniated tincture 
Epsom salts. of. 

Eucalyptus oil. Soothing powders. 

Glycerine. Teething powders. 


Gregory’s Powder. Zinc ointment. 


The goods above specified are exempted from the stamp- 


ing requirements whether sold under a particular trade 
mark or labelled with a recommendation or not. 





FOREIGN. 


pre nee ne 


BULGARIA. 
IMPORT SURTAXES. 


With reference to the notice at page 465 of last week’s issue 
of the *‘ Board of Trade Journal,’’ H.M. Commercial Secre- 
tary at Sofia has now forwarded particulars of the increased 
import duties levied on various “‘ luxury’’ goods imported 
into Bulgaria. These increases, which came into effect on 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 





9th October, take the form of surtaxes leviable in addition 


to the Customs duties proper. 


All goods may now be im- 


ported without special authorisation, subject to payment 


of appropriate duties. 
surtaxes, viz. :— 








The following is a list of the 





Tariff | | 
No. | Article. | Surtax. 
| Leva 
iper 100 kilogs. 
37a| Black caviar and dried fish eggs 300 
96a, Wine of all kinds in bottles : 
1. Ordinary 60 
| 2. Sparkling We 300 
97 Beer in bottles and barrels ... 10 
98 Spirits, potable, of all kinds: 
(a) Natural cognac 100 
(6) Rum... poo] 150 
(c) Other kinds _... | 200 
99 All kinds of liqueurs a 300 
129 Articles not specialiy mentioned “(in the | 
| Tariff), made of wax, ceresine, paraffin, | 
spermaceti, stearine, or soap, or of | 
| mixtures of any of the above, or of simi- | 
| Jar substances : | 
| (a) Simply shaped , nes 100 
| (6b) Combined with common materials ... 700 
| (ce) Combined with fine materials 1,000 
133-4 | Food products in small receptacles for retail | 
| trade or in hermetically sealed receptacles, | 
| not specially provided for (in the Tariff) | 20 per- cent. 
| of the Cus- 
| | toms duty. 
| iper 100 kilogs 
ex 174 | Anethol RS b,500 
175 | Perfumery of all kinds and toilet prepara- | 
| tions : 
| (a) Scent, with or without alcohol 2,000 
| (6) Pomades, fards, powders, brilliantine, 
| pastes, toilet waters and toilet vinegar 1,500 
_ (d) Other (tooth paste, etc., excepted) ... 1,000 
275 | Fancy goods of clay, snail faience, | 
| biscuit and terracotta | 100 
ex 282 Mirrors mounted on or combined with fine | 
| materials che | 300 
ex 288 | Beads and artificial coral of ‘gl: 88 OF  porce- 
lain, with or without metallic ornaments | 90 
ex 299 Paper balloons, paper covers for flower pots, | 
confetti, streamers, lamp-shades, paper | 
and pasteboard figures and statuettes, | 
| masks and carnival novelties ion’ 150 
ex 314 Dog collars, pocket wallets, ladies’ buys, | 
_ portfolios, toilet bags, snuff boxes, ladies’ 
belts, boxes, albums, masks and watch 
| chains and straps, of leather ... | 700 
316 | Furriers’ wares, made up, not specially | 
mentioned (in the Tariff) : | 
(a) Of common skins 350 
(6) Of fine skins ... , 2,000 
331 | Velvets, plushes and similar stuffs with a | 
| pile, of pure or mixed silk ‘ 300 
332 | Woven fabrics, not specially mentioned, of | 
| pure or mixed silk 1,000 
333 | Curtains, covers and carpets, woven, made 
up or in the piece, of pure or mixed silk, | 
embroidered or not one 1,200 
334 | Shawls, neckerchiefs, mufflers and the like, 
woven, made up or in the piece, of pure 
or mixed silk, embroidered or not ; 1,500 
335 Stuffs and knitted articles, not spec ‘ially | 
| mentioned, of pure or mixed silk, em- 
| broidered or not ... ' 1,200 
336  Tulles, lace fabrics, lace and embroideries, | 
not specially mentioned, of pure or mixed | 
i 2,700 
337 Trimmings of pure or r mixed silk 2,000 
_ Tulles, lace fabrics, lace and embroideries, 
| not specially mentioned : 
350 | Of wool 600 
367 | Of cotton pos pail fee yet 300 
384 Of linen, hemp, ramie, jute, and other | 
vegetable textile materials not specially | 
mentioned , 500 
ex 401 | Umbrellas and sunshades of lace and embroi- | 
| dery, with handles of any kind; um.- | 
brellas and sunshades of pure or mixed | 
silk, or of other fabrics, with handles of | 
fine materials, or combined with fine | each 
| materials | 5 
402 | Corsets of any kind of fabric | 2 
ex 403 | Hats of straw, shavings or other vegetable | 
| materials, ornamented . | 1 
ex 404 | Hats of wool or other felt, ornamented | 5 
ex 405 | Hats of lace, trimmings, embroidery, pure | 
or mixed silk fabrics or knitted fabrics, | 
and also of other fabrics—all these | 
ornamented | 6 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued, 

















Tariff 
No. | Article. Surtax. 
Leva 
‘per 100 kilogs. 
ex 406 | Hats of fine skins 600 
476 | Furniture of copper, brass or » bronze, com- 
bined or not with common materials 100 
ex 4845 Ladies’ bags of aluminium, nickel, and their | 
alloys 200 
489 | Wire for ornamentation, embroidery « or other 
luxury purposes, even if spun on cotton 
or other textiles, or with beads, spangles 
and the like—all these articles made with 
common metals or their alloys, gilt or per kilog. 
silvered or not | 4 
ex 490 Trimmings of wire, beads, spangles and the 
like, of common metals or their alloys, 
whether combined with common or fine 
materials or not, gilt or silvered or not, 
except those for service uniforms , 12 
513 | Musical instruments played by electricity or 
by weights : each 
(a) Orchestrions 70 
(6) Upright pianos 45 
(c) Other , 3 
515 Instruments with key boards : 
(6) Grand pianos ... 50 
(c) Upright pianos and harmoniums | 15 
per 100 kilogs. 
560 Fireworks and the like om ; | 300 
565 | Artificial flowers and parts thereof for deco- | 
ration, made of textile materials, com- | per kilog. 
bined or not with common or fine materials | 20 
566 | Feathers for trimming, and articles made 
thereof, not specially mentioned ; parts 
of birds prepared for trimming ... | 300 
567 | Jewellery : 
(d) Of common metals or their alloys, | 
combined or not with stones, gilt _ per kilog. 
or silvered or not 60 
(e) Other 30 
568 | Fans: 
(a) Entirely or partly of ostrich 
feathers ... | 400 
(4) Of other feathers or of lace, ‘embroi- : 
dery, silk or half silk fabric, combined | 
or not with other common or fine | 
materials 60 
(c) Other 30 


ee —EE 





EGYPT. 





REVISED TARIFF VALUATIONS: 
IMPORTED COTTON YARNS. 


H.M. Commercial Agent at Cairo has forwarded copy 
of the following revised Tariff valuations, which are for use 
in assessing the Customs duties leviable on cotton yarns 


imported into Egypt from 5th October, 1923, 
uary, 1924, or until denunciation :— 


to 4th Jan- 


Import 





From India, Japan and China 
From other countries 


Articles. | Valuation. 
Milliemes 
Cotton single yarns, grey and bleached : per kilog. 
From India, eda and China : 
Nos. 4to 12. 110 
Nos. 14 to 20 156 
From other countries : | 
Nos. 4 to 12... ied 4 151 
Nos. 14 to 20 oa 195 
Knittings, Nos. 3 to 12: | 
From India, Japan and China 142 
From other countries | 185 
Cotton, two-ply, grey or bleached, Nos. 2 to 10 and 
2 to 12: | 
From India, Japan and China 142 
From other countries ... | 185 
Cotton, two- ply, grey or bleached, Nos. 2 to 20, from | 
other countries ‘ | 205 
Cotton two-ply yarns, grey or bleac hed, ‘No. 40, 2 other j 
than Indian, Japanese and Chinese . - ise | 235 
Cotton cable yarns, No. 20 248 
Turkey red cotton single yarns 302 
Other coloured cotton single } yarns bball 292 
Gassed or mercerised or prepared yarns, grey, 
bleached or dyed : | 
| ad valorem. 
} 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 





FRANCE. 





EXPORT OF POTATOES. 


+ The French “Journal Officiel” for 30th October contains 
an official Notice intimating that the prohibition on the 
exportation of potatoes from France will be relaxed so as 
to permit the“export of the following kinds :— 


1. Potatoes imported from foreign countries for 
sorting and re-exportation. 

2. Seed potatoes exported in wooden boxes 
weighing about 30 kilogs. nett or 34 kilogs. gross, 
provided that the exporter undertakes to import an 
equal quantity of potatoes within five months. 

3. Potatoes gathered within 10 kilometres of the 
geographical frontier, and despatched by road by the 
grower. 

4. Potatoes of the ‘“Chardonne” variety not used 
for current needs, within the limit of a contingent of 
12,000 metric tons, provided that they are exported 
through Légué, Dahouet or Erquy. 





GERMANY. 





INCREASE OF CUSTOMS DUTIES ON 
CERTAIN ARTICLES: CORRECTION. 


With reference to the notice under the above heading 
at pages 465-470 of last week’s issue of this “Journal,’ 
it should be noted that the rates of duty applicable to the 
goods specified under No. 771 in the second list, and No. 
679 and No. 747 in the fourth list should be 2,400, 700, and 
200 G gold marks per 100 kilogs. instead of 2,700, 1,700, 
and 100 G gold marks per 100 kilogs. 





AMENDMENT TO LIST OF GOODS SUBJECT 
TO EXPORT LICENCE REQUIREMENT. 


The ‘Deutscher Reichsanzeiger” for 25th October 
contains a Proclamation, dated 25th October, and effective 
fromJ3lst October, which provides for the following 
amendments to the list of goods subject to export licence 
requirement (see “‘ Board of Trade Journal” for 4th October, 
pages 360/2):— ‘ 

In Tariff No. 115 the words 
trout’ are replaced by the words 
live, dead, or frozen.”’ 

In Tariff No. 179 the following words are added after 
the word ‘“liqueurs”—‘“arrack, rum, cherry and prune 
brandy, cognac and other potable spirits containing more 
than 55 per cent. of alcohol by weight.” 


“live salmon and salmon 
‘‘salmon and salmon trout, 





INTERNAL TAXES INCREASED. 


The internal tax on beer has been increased, as from Ist 
November, and the internal taxes on sugar and playing 
cards have been increased as from 5th November, by Orders 
recently published in the ‘Deutscher Reichsanzeiger.”’ 

Particulars of the new rates of tax may be obtained by 
persons interested on application to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 5.W. 1 





GUATEMALA. 





CUSTOMS TARIFF MODIFICATIONS. 


H.M. Acting Vice-Consul at Guatemala has forwarded 
translation of a Presidential Decree, dated 20th September, 
and effective on Ist November, modifying the Customs 
Tariff. 

Customs duties in Guatemala are payable partly in gold 
(U.S.A. dollars) and partly in local currency ; the normal 
proportion is 50 per cent. gold and 50 per cent. Guatemalan 
pesos. 

Most of the modifications made by this Decree are 
effected by varying the proportion of gold to be used in 
payment of duties. Among the changes may be mentioned 
silk goods, duty now payable wholly in gold (instead of 
75 per cent. gold) ; starch, telephones, gymnastic apparatus, 
lanterns, cordage, oilskin garments, rubber goods, celluloid, 
oilcloth, soap, perfumery and toilet preparations, etc., duty 





CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES— Continued. 


now payable 50 per cent. in gold (instead of wholly in 
gold). 

The complete list of modifications may be seen by persons 
interested on application to the oe EY of Overseas 
Trade,§35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 








ITALY. 
PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 


H.M. Commercial Secretary at Rome reports, by tele- 
graph, that the price fixed, for the period 5th to Ilth 
November, for certificates for the payment of Customs 
duties is 429 lire per 100 lire gold, i.e., the surcharge when 
duties are paid in paper is 329 per cent. 

(The price of certificates for the previous week was 432 
lire per 100 lire gold. ] 





POLAND. 


INCREASE OF EXCISE DUTIES ON 
VARIOUS ARTICLES. 


The * Polish Journal of Laws” for 15th October contains 
seven Orders increasing the excise duties on various 
articles. The new duties, which came into effect on 
15th October, together with the former rates, for purposes 
of comparison, are shown below :— 





| Former Duty.| New Duty. 








| Polish | Marks. 
| per kilog. of | per kilog. of 
undiluted acidjundiluted acid 
Acetic acid ... sbi ais a 12,000 | 50,000 
| per box of not | per box of not 
| more than 60! more than 60 





Matches ree ee eee 600 1,000 
per | per 
100 kilogs. net|100 kilogs. net 
Sugar ... . | 280,000 4,000,000 
| per litre per litre 


Alcohol of a strength of 100 per cent. : 
Produced in farm and fruit dis- | 





tilleries 60,000 200,000 
Produced in industrial distilleries 61,000 | 206,000 
Industrial distilleries using distillers’ | | 
wash for manufacture of potash 
salts are charged a consumption | 
tax of 100,000 marks per litre of | 
100 per cent. alcohol. 
Malt for use in breweries, in former | | 
Russian Poland, for manufac- | | per pood* 
ture of beer ie] — 480,000 
Breweries using not more than 2,000 | 
poods of malt annually pay an | 
excise duty of 400,000 marks per 
pood.* | 
Malt extract in former Austrian | | 
Poland : | | per hectolitre 
For breweries manufacturing :— | and per degree 
Up to 10,000 hectolitres a4 — | 46,000 
Up to 30,000 hectolitres ae -- | 47,000 
Up to 50,000 hectolitres isa -— 48,000 
Up to 70,000 hectolitres ve — 49,000 
Over 70,000 hectolitres ania) —- 50,000 ° 
Beer imported from abroad to | ' per 100 litres 
former Russian Poland — | 800,000 


_ per hectolitre 


Beer imported from abroad _ to 
— and per degree 


former Austrian Poland ... 


50 per cent. of the excise on 
light beer will be added to 
the respective excise on 
heavy beer for each 4 per 
cent. of malt extract in ex- 
cess of 13 per cent. 

Lubricating oil : | 100 kilogs. | 100 kilogs. 


Extra heavy beer ... 


50,000 

Beer in former Prussian Poland and | | above 30,000 
Upper Silesia : | | hectolitres 
Light beer > — 400,000 
Heavy beer ii | — | 650,000 


Viscosity up to 750 deg. e 700,000 1,000,000 
Viscosity from 750 deg. to 865 de o, 500,000 | 700,000 
Viscosity from 865 deg. to 855 deg. 60,000 | 100,000 
Viscosity above 885 deg. 300,000 | 500,000 
Paraffin wax and candles 400,000 | 600,000 
Asphalt, coke and tar 60,000 | 100,000 
| per bottle per bottle 
Sparkling wines made from grapes {| 100,000 300,000 
Sparkling wines made from fruit ... | 50,000 | 100,000 





* One pood=16-38 kilogs. 
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EXPORT DUTIES 


The “Polish Journal of Laws” for 5th October contains 
an Order effective on the date of publication, which imposes 
an export duty on barley bran amounting to 60 per cent. 
of the profit derived from the export from Poland thereof. 
A further Order, published in the ‘Polish Journal of 
Laws” for 10th October, imposes an export duty amounting 
to 40 per cent. of the profit derived from the export of 
birch, beech, elm, hornbeam, oak, pine, willow, lime, larch, 
alder, aspen, spruce, fir, poplar, and ash timber included 
under No. 58 (1) (a), (6) and (c) of the Customs Tariff. 
This Order has retrospective effect as from 3lst August. 

The exportation of 80 wagons of eggs from Poland has 
been authorised for the month of October, and the export 
duty on these eggs has been fixed at £2 2s. per case of 1,440 
eggs, as against £1 12s. per case in September. In addition 
to the export duty, a “manipulation” fee of 3,200,000 
Polish marks per wagon is charged. 





~~ — 


PORTUGAL. 





a 


tXPORT DUTIES AND RESTRICTIONS. 


With reference to the notice under the above heading 
at pages 388-9 of the issue of this “Journal” for 11th 
October, it should be noted that an Order of the Minister 
of Agriculture has been issued fixing the export surtaxes 
for the period October to December. The Order also 
prohibits, for the same period, the export from Portugal 
of edible birds (except pigeons); lard ; potatoes ; smoked, 
salted and pressed meat ; charcoal ; onions ; pulse and eggs. 

The complete schedule of export surtaxes, which differs 
in some respects from that originally fixed, is given below :— 


SCHEDULE OF Export SURTAXES FOR QUARTER ENDING 
DECEMBER. 























No. in | 
Customs} | Rate of 
Export Articles. | Surtax. 
Tariff. | 
isc. cts. 
2 | Carob beans ... -_ mas ad val. |10 per cent. 
Fertilisers : | 
87 | Superphosphates ... vn ad val. | 7 per cent. 
87 | Guano and compound manures ad val. |20 per cent. 
5 | Olive oil, exported to : 
- Portuguese Colonies _ ... kilog.| 2 50 
Brazil be - nes ... kilog.| 4 OO 
87 | Sweet potatoes and yams _... ad val. 15 per cent. 
11 } Chestnuts - és ve ad val. |\20 per cent. 
15 | Wax s.. a voi ie ad val. | 5 percent. 
Cork : | 
22 | Sheets 15 kilogs.| 0 05 
24 | In strips 15 kilogs.| 0 03 
25 In squares ... - l5 kilogs.| O 10 
29 | Bulls for fighting ee yee ... each | 100 00 
Wool, in the grease or washed : | 
31 Coarse wool (churras) ei ad val. \10 per cent. 
32 Not specified a i ad val. |25 per cent. 
33 | Firewood , _ metric ton | 50 O00 
87 | Leguminous fodder in the grain (“garroba,” | 
horse beans, etc.) ... os ad val, \20 per cent. 
Wood : | 
34 Pine, in the rough ... metric ton | 25 00 
35-6 | Beams, boards, planks and poles, squared 
metric ton | 10 00 
37, 39,41, Poles, round ; pit props ; planks, not speci- | 
and 43 fied, and laths ; and wood sawn for boxes | 
metric ton, 2 00 
38, 40 In the rough, for joiners or coopers (except | 
and 42 pine); telegraph poles and masts for | 


: ships ; railway sleepers ... metric ton | 100 00 
44 | Butter, natural or artificial ... ... kilog.| 5 OO 
51 | Animal and vegetable oils, not specified | 
ad val. 10 per cent. 
87 | Straw and forage, not specially mentioned, ex- | 

cept leguminous forage in the grain ad val. | 5 per cent. 
| Hides and skins of cattle, weighing : | 

60 | Up to 30 kilogs. each ive ad val. \50 per cent. 








61 More than 30 kilogs. each ... ad val. | 5 percent. 
62 | Hides and skins, not specially mentioned | 
ad val. | 5 per cent. 


87 | Pigeons (pombos) each | 0O 50 





67 | Cheese ... “ne yee - son kilog. | 2 5O 
69 | Residues of oleaginous seeds for feeding | 

cattle ose 00 ose ad val. | 5 per cent. 
70 Resin of pinewood ... _ ad val, 10 per cent. 
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ROUMANIA. 





NEW EXPORT REGULATIONS. 


H.M. Commercial Secretary at Bucharest has forwarded 
translation of a Ruling of the Ministry of Industry and 
Commerce amending the export regime in force in Rou- 
mania, with effect from 21st October. 

The export of goods, except those specified in the following 
lists, may be effected without authorisation or restriction 
other than the payment of the export and commission 
taxes at present in force. 

The following articles are prohibited to be exported :— 


Wheat and rye and derivatives thereof, except bran ; farinaceous 
pastes. 

Potatoes. 

Linseed, hempseed, rapeseed and sunflower seed. 

Fish of all kinds ; caviar except black caviar. 

Milk and derivatives thereof (cheese [cashcaval, etc.], butter). 

Domestic fowls, live or dead (not cooked). 

Pigs, live ; fresh pork. 

Fat of all kinds (bacon, lard). 

Edible vegetable oils. 

Wool, unworked, and wool waste. 

Flax and hemp in all forms, except articles made of homespun cloth 
with national embroidery. 

Horses, sheep, bulls for breeding purposes, cow buffaloes, mules, 
donkeys and goats. 

Raw hides, salted and dried, of large horned cattle, including calf 
skins, unshorn sheep skins, goat skins, badger skins, skins of 
wild animals, except hare skins. 

Hay, lucerne, and forage straw. 

Paper of all kinds, except printed.paper and paper articles. 

Crude oil, debenzinised or not; petroleum residues. 

Cart grease and all mineral greases with a base of petroleum residues. 

Coal and coke. 

Oak and beech logs for building purposes, walnut wood, ash wood 
and oak staves. 

Zine and brass of all kinds. 

Barrels of metal and of oak (empty), specially made for wine, spirits 
or beer. 

Sacks, except paper sacks. 

Gold and silver. 


The following goods are temporarily prohibited in the 
interests of internal consumption and national defence :— 


Tanned skins, except lamb, sheep, hare and dog skins. 

Sole leather ; boots and shoes ; leather belting. 

Woollen cloth. 

Ores of all kinds, except bauxite and pyrites containing less than 
0-2 per’cent. of gold. 

Coal of all kinds except charcoal. 

Pig iron ; iron and steel of all kinds, except iron furniture, chains 
and iron netting. 

Copper in all forms ; lead ; nickel. 

Platinum and salts and alloys of platinum, gold and silver. 

Bones. 

Oak bark ; tannin and extracts of any form used for tanning purposes. 

Sulphate of copper. 

Coins of any metal. 

Precious stones ; jewellery of platinum, gold and silver. 

Pharmaceutical products of all kinds. | 

Explosives. 

Military equipment and armaments. 


The following articles may be exported on payment of 
the existing export duties and in accordance with the 
special regulations in force relating thereto :—- 

Petroleum products. 

Oak and beech sleepers ; poplar and lime wood. 

Caustic soda. 

Machinery and machine parts as well as tools of all sorts. 





SPAIN. 





PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 


H.M. Commercial Secretary at Madrid reports, by tele- 
graph, that the rate of surcharge for the month of Novem- 
ber, in respect of import and export duties, Customs fines, 
etc., paid in Spanish silver coins or notes of the Bank of 
Spain has been fixed at 41-43 per cent. , 


(The surcharge for the month of October was 43-14 per 
cent. | 





DEPRECIATED CURRENCY SURTAX. 


H.M. Commercial Secretary at Madrid reports that the 
‘‘eo9-efficients”’ to be used during the month of November 
in ascertaining the ‘depreciated currency” surtax on 
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imported goods, are to be applied on the basis of the follow- 
ing rates :— 


Germany er oe * 0-000000002 
Portugal fer ane vei 5-714 
Austria oe one fun 0-010 
Czecho-Slovakia - bee eke 23 
Brazil... “% ots ine 25-336 





IMPORTATION OF PHARMACEUTICAL 
SPECIALITIES. 

With reference to the notice under the above heading at 
page 438 of the “Board of Trade Journal” for 25th October, 
it should be noted that the Decree of 10th October has 
been withdrawn by a further Royal Decree of 29th October, 
published in the “Gaceta de Madrid” for 30th October. 
This Decree provides that new regulations governing the 
manufacture and sale of pharmaceutical specialities in 
Spain are to be drawn up, and to come into operation on 
Ist January next. In the meantime, as from lst November, 
the importation of foreign pharmaceutical specialities is to 
be permitted only under special orders or authorisation 
from the Spanish Direction General of Health. 


a ae 


BOOKS, ETC., RECEIVED. 


International Year Book of Agricultural Statistics, 1922. 
Published by the International Institute of Agriculture 
Bureau of Statistics, Rome. 

According to the introduction to this publication, when 
the last General Assembly of the Institute decided that 
the International Year Book of Agricultural Statistics 
should become a regular annual publication, it was neces- 
sary to make certain changes in its form. The previous 
volumes, which appeared at longer intervals and allowed 
a larger margin of time for the collection of data and 
printing, used to cover a decennial period, which, in 
the last issue, was extended to one of thirteen years. 
Now, however, that the publication is to appear regularly 
each year, it seems to be unnecessary to continue to 
repeat in each new edition a long series of figures which 
have been previously published and, in the most part, 
cannot be modified. On the other hand, the reader may 
wish to contrast the figures of the last year to which the 
Year Book refers, with those of a certain number of pre- 
vious years, while the statistics of certain countries are 
sometimes either considerably delayed or are still under 
revision and modification after an interval of a year 
or more. Hence it has not been considered desirable to 
make any marked reduction in the series of years 
covered. It has, therefore, seemed advisable to give in 
full the figures for the last four years and for the average 
of the previous five-year period. Thus the present Year 
Book should have contained, in addition to the figures 
for 1922, those for each of the years 1919, 1920 and 1921, 
and an average figure for the period 1914-1918, but the 
abnormality of the conditions in which production and 
trade were carried on during the period 1914-1918 and the 
irregularities shown by the statistics of these years as a 
result of the war have made it preferable to use the 
average figure for the period 1909-1918. This figure gives 
an idea of the situation during the last five years of the 
peace period and may still be regarded to-day as a safe 
standard of reference. Otherwise for certain headings 
the average figure would have had but little meaning, 
or would have been difficult to obtain at all, and it has 
been more convenient to insert, instead, the figures for 
1913. Statistics of cattle, prices and fertilisers are 
cases in point. This arrangement has the advantage of 
making the Year Book more compact, and it will be 
possible, in future editions, to handle new subjects with- 
out unduly increasing its bulk. The present edition con- 
tains already a certain number of new tables, although 
it has not been possible to introduce any considerable 
amount of fresh matter owing to the initia] difficulties 
of a new departure and the necessity for avoiding delay 
in publication. In any case the question merely refers 
to the annual edition, and it may be quite possible at 
greater intervals to publish extended statistical tables 
so as to summarise for a longer series of years the returns 
for agricultural production and for the trade and prices 
of agricultural products. 

Handbook of the Colour Users’ Association. Published 
by the Association, Cromwell Buildings, Blackfriars Street, 
Manchester. 




















Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


IMPORT SECTION. 


SAFEGUARDING OF INDUSTRIES. 
PREVENTION OF DUMPING. 


SUPPLEMENTARY REGULATIONS, DATED OCTOBER 29TH, 
1923, MADE BY THE BOARD OF TRADE PRESCRIBING 
THE FORM OF CERTIFICATE OF ORIGIN UNDER SECTION 
5 OF THE SAFEGUARDING OF INDUsTRIES AcT, 1921 
(1l AND 12 Geo. V., c. 47). » 


The Board of Trade, in exercise of the powers conferred 
upon them by Section 5 of the Safeguarding of Industries 
Act, 1921 (11 and 12 Geo. V., c. 47), and of all other powers 
enabling them in that behalf, do hereby prescribe that the 
form of Certificate of Origin contained in the Second Sched- 
ule to the Regulations of Ist August, 1922 (S.R. and O., 
1922, No. 865), may, in such cases and subject to such 
conditions as the Board may by written authority to the 
Commissioners of Customs and Excise from time to time 
direct, be certified and signed by or on behalf of a Chamber 
of Commerce instead of by a British Consular Officer, and 
shall if so certified and signed be deemed to be proof in 
the prescribed form notwithstanding anything in the 


Regulations of Ist August, 1922, aforesaid. 


Dated this 29th day of October, 1925. 
Percy ASHLEY. 
An Assistant Secretary to the Board of Trade. 











POSTAL SECTION. 


PARCEL POST TO PERU. 

The rates of postage which the Postmaster-General has 
directed to be charged in place of rates previously published 
on outgoing parcels addressed to the undermentioned 
country by the routes specified are as follows :— 





Rates of Postage on each 
Parcel not exceeding 


} 





Place of Destination. Route. 
| 21b, | 31b. | 7b. | 11 Ib. 
Peru (all departments s. d,s. d.is. d.|s. d. 
except Loreto) ... Direct 33/3 314 615 6 
Department of Loreto... Direct i 0:4 0:5 0 | 6 0 





GENERAL SECTION. 


GERMAN REPARATION RECOVERY (NO. 2) 
ORDER. 


The Board of Trade, in pursuance of the powers conferred 
upon them by Section 5 of the German Reparation 
(Recovery) Act, 1921, and of all other powers enabling them 
in that behalf upon the recommendation of a Committee 
constituted under Section 5 of the said Act, hereby make 


the following Order :— 


1. This Order may be cited as “The German Reparation 
(Recovery) (No. 2) Order, 1923.” 

2. Any articles of the following description shall be 
exempt from the provisions of the said Act, that is 
to say, any articles in respect of which it is proved 
to the satisfaction of the Commissioners of Customs 
and Excise that such articles are imported by or on 
behalf of a Department of His Majesty’s Government 
for experimental or test purposes and that no pay- 
ment is made therefor, even though they may 
subsequently be retained by that Department. 


Dated this 29th day of October, 1923. 


(Signed) S. J. CHAPMAN, 
A Secretary, Board of Trade. 








GERMAN REPARATION RECOVERY (NO. 3) 
ORDER. 


The Board of Trade, in pursuance of the powers conferred 
upon them by Section 5 of the German Reparation 
(Recovery) Act, 1921, and of all other powers enabling 
them in that behalf, upon the recommendation of a Com- 
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mittee constituted under Section 5 of the said Act, hereby 
make the following Order :— 

1. This Order may be cited as ““The German Reparation 
(Recovery) (No. 3) Order, 1923.” 

2. Any articles of the following description shall be 
exempt from the provisions of the said Act, that 
is to say, any articles in respect of which it is proved 
to the satisfaction of the Commissioners of Customs 
and Excise that such articles are memorial tablets 
imported on behalf of the Imperial War Graves 
Commission for erection on the graves of deceased 
German prisoners of war. 

Dated this 29th day of October, 1923. 

(Signed) S. J. CHAPMAN, 
A Secretary, Board of Trade. 


PATENTS AND DESIGNS ACTS, 1907 AND 
1919. 
LIcENCES OF RIGHT. 
Notice is hereby given that, by virtue of the provisions 
of Section 24 of the Acts, the undermentioned Patents 
were indorsed ‘* Licences of Right’? on 3lst October, 





1923 :— 
f 
“oft Patent. Grantee, Title. 
152,292 ) ( “Improvements in thermal engines 
(28580 /20) and more particularly in turbines 
actuated by combustion products. 
157,819 >Coninck, M. R. De< “Improvements in thermal engines 


(1542/21 
{Patent of 
Addition) J L 
153,878 { 


and more particularly to turbines 
actuated by combustion products.” 


“Improvements in or relating to gear 








(32073 20) Akt.-Ges. Der wheels.”’ 
163,329 > Maschinentabrik “Improvements in or relating to gear 
(13869) 21) Escher, Wyss, &< wheels,” 
(Patent of Cie, | 
Addition) || L 
154,192 Nordiska “Tmprovements in chucks.” 
(32724 /: 20) | Kullager 


Aktiebolaget 


154,234 Mackenzie, J. W. “Improvements in the manufacture of 
(17890) 17) (Winertz, P. F.). moulded pulp articles.”’ 
154,428 Lippits, W. “Improvements in or relating to 
(27601/ /19) | potato planting machines.”’ 
157,150 { ‘“*Improvements in tyre formers.” 
(1016) 21) Federal Rubber < 
157,151 Co. “Improvements in tyre covers or 
(1017, '21) q casings.” 
158,804 Beattie, A. | “Improvements in devices for pro- 
(10666 /20) tecting telephone, telegraph and like 
instruments against lightning or 
excessive electric potentials. 
161,508 Weibull, E. H. W. “Improved method of manufacturing 


ball or roller cages for anti-friction 


(30634 /20) 
| thrust bearings.’’ 


~ The Patent Office. W. TempeLe Franks. — 
Comptroller-General. 


ERRATUM. 
Patents and Designs Acts, 1907 and 1919. Licences of 
Right. Journal No. 1404, page 439. For “161391” read 
“* 161123.” 


NON-FERROUS METAL INDUSTRY ACT 
LICENCES. 

Notice is hereby given in aceordance with Section I, 
Sub-Section 7, of the Non-Ferrous Metal Industry Act, 
1918 (7 and 8 Geo. 5, Ch. 67), and No. 11 of the Statutory 
Rules and Orders No. 265 of 1918 (Non-Ferrous Metal 
Industry), that licences under the Non-Ferrous Metal 
Industry Act have been granted by the Board of Trade to 
the undermentioned companies, firms or individuals :— 

W. & H. Cooper, Limited, 176, Brady Street, Bethnal 
Green, London, E. 1. 








SHIPPING CASUALTIES: REPORTS OF 
FORMAL INVESTIGATIONS. 


The Board of Trade hereby give notice under the General 
Rules for Formal Investigations into Shipping Casualties 
and Appeals and Rehearings, 1923. that thev have received 
during the month of October, 1923. the following Reports 
of Formal Investigations into Shipping Casualties held by 
Courts in British Self-Governing Dominions, Crown 
Colonies and Possessions abroad : — 

1. s.s. “‘ Angora ” and s.v. ‘‘ Saing.”’ 

2. s.s. ‘* Nevada,’’ barge ‘‘ Selkirk” in 

‘* Conqueror ”’ and scow ‘‘ Miramishi.”’ 

3. s.s. ‘*‘ Canadian Sapper ”’ and s.v. ‘‘ Chiquimula.’’ 


tow of tug 


4. s.s. “‘ Edward L. Strong ”’ and s.s. ‘‘ Glendochart.”’ 
5. s.s. ** Loong Sang.” 
6. s.s. ‘* Ulliona.’ 

9 


7. Aux. Motor ‘‘ Coomonderry. 
8. s.s. ‘* Ferrara.’’ 

9. s.s. ‘‘ Imperoyal.”’ 

10. s.s. ‘* Twickenham.”’ 











Openings for British Trade, 


{NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
‘* Openings for Trade’’ by applying to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, and quoting the specific reference number 
and country. 

In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1.] 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 








BRITISH EMPIRE. 


JUTE AND JUTE GOODS, FOODSTUFFS, WINES AND 
SPIRITS.—A former resident manager in South Africa of a well- 
known British firm, who has also ha! many years’ travelling experi- 
ence in Canada, India, United States, Mediterranean countries, ete., 
desires to get into touch with British firms dealing for preferetice i in 
tex tiles, especially jute and jute goods, foodstuffs, ‘wines and spirits, 
etc., with a view to undertaking the investigation of markets, the 
organisation of overseas business, eic. He would also be prepared, 
if desired, to act as resident ayenut in any of the Dominions, 
(Reference No. 499. ) 








AUSTRALIA. 


MERCERY, HOSIERY, MANCHESTER AND DRESS GOODS. 
—A manuiacturers’ agent of Melbourne, who is expected to arrive 
shortly in this country, is desirous of getting into touch with British 
manutacturers of mercery, hosiery, Manchester and dress goods with 
a view to s-curing representation, on a commission basis, for the 
whole of Australia. He proposes later, as his business develops, to 
purchase on a consignment basis. This agent has had many years 
experience in the soft goods business. (Reference No. 500.) 

HOSIERY, UNDERWEAR AND KNITTED SILK TIES.—A 
Melbourne firm of manufacturers’ agents desire to obtain the representa- 
tion of British manufacturers of hosiery, underwear and knitted silk 
ties, on a commission basis, for the whole of Australia. They are said 
to maintain a staff ot experienced travelling representatives who visit 
the various States of the Commonwealth. They have also sample 
rooms at Melbourne and Sydney in which to display their principals’ 
yoods. (Reference No. 501.) 

COTTON TWEED SUITINGS AND HOSIERY.—A firm of 
agents and importers in Melbourne desire to be placed in communi- 
cation with British manufacturers of medium quality cotton tweed 
suitings and other tweeds and hosiery (wool or wool and cotton) with 
a view to securing their agency tor Australia on a commission 
basis. (Reference No. 502.) 

TENDERS INVITED. 

COAL UNLOADING AND CONVEYING PLANT FOR 
SYDNEY.—-The Municipal Council of Sydney, New South Wales, 
invites tenders for the supply, erection, etc., of an electrically driven 
coal unloading and conveying plant at the Council's power house, 
Darling Is): and, Sydney. 

Tenders will be received in Australia until 3 p.m. on 7th January, 
1924. 

British firms desirous of tendering for the plant can obtain full 
particulars of the contract on application to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1. (Reference 
D.O.T. 12436/E. D./E.C./2. ) 

ONE MOTOR GENERATOR SET.—The New South Wales 
Government Railways and Tramways are calling for tenders for the 
supply of one motor generator set. 

Tenders are to be presented by 28th November. 

A copy of the specification and general conditions of tender is 
available for inspection by British firms at the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Room 52), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 
(Reference D.O.T. 12431/E.D. IC .C.) 


ENQUIRY AT OFFICE OF HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR 
AUSTRALIA. 


The following enquiry has been received at the Office of the 
High Commissioner tor Australia, Australia House, Strand, London, 
W.C. 2 :— 

HARDWAREOR GENERAL LINES SUITABLE FOR AUSTRA- 
LIAN MARKET.—A Sydney merchant who has been associated 
with the wholesale distributing trade in Australia is at present 
visiting this country and is desirous of getting into touch with 
manufacturers of hardware or general lines that would be saleable in 
Australia. 

Communications should he addressed in the first instance to the 
Official per enary Commercial Burean. Australia House,’ Strand, 
London, W.C, 2, quoting reference No. 412/7/1/1/173. 








BRITISH INDIA. 


ENGINEERING STORES, MECHANICS’ TOOLS, SMALL 
TOOLS, BELTINGS, PACKINGS AND GENERAL HARDWARE, 
—A manufacturers’ representative established in Bombay, with sub- 
offices at Karachi, Delhi and Calcutta, who is leaving for a tour of 
India about the end of October, wishes to represent a few British 
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firms interested in engineering stores, mechanics’ tools, small tools, 
beltings, packings and general hardware. He claims to have had 
twelve years’ experience in India with well-known engineering firms, 
and desires to work on a basis of an annual contribution towards 
travelling ¢xpenses and a commission on results. (Reference No. 505.) 


TENDERS INVITED. 

ELECTRIC OVERHEAD TRAVELLING CRANES. — The 
Directors of the East Indian Railway are prepared to receive np to 
11 a.m. on Wednesday, 2ist November, tenders for the supply of 
electric overhead travelling cranes. 

Copies of the specification can be obtained at the Company’s 
Olfices, 73-7, King William Street, London, E.C. 4, on payment of 
one guinea each. This fee will not be returned. 

VARIOUS GOODS.—The Director-General, India Store Depart- 
ment, Branch No. 10, Belvedere Road, Lambeth, S.E. 1, requires :-— 

1. Copper wire woven sheets, 8 ft. by 


SOR Ae) RI ids citi wdc cie asst one No. 1,000 
2. Dog spikes for 90 lbs, and 75 lbs. 

i i nite itso isis budaad ioeenie eeteemenin No. 1,250,000 
3. Tyres, steel, for railway carriage 

and wagon wheels .............cessecceres No. 400 
4. Axles, steel, for locomotive 

engines..... ‘Gedinghpsssi ted satdbifeproce No. 20 
5. Girder bridges, 60 ft. clear deck spans... No. 14 


Tenders are due on 23rd November, 1923, for Nos. 1 to 4, and on 
29th November, 1923, for No. 5. 

Tender forms may be obtained on application to the Director- 
General at the above address. 





CANADA. 
HABERDASHERY, NOTIONS, SMALLWARES.-—-A wholesaler 


in Winnipeg, who is establishing himself as a manufacturers’ agent, 
desires to secure the representation, on a commission basis, for 
Western Canada of British manufacturers of gentlemen’s haber- 
dashery, notions and smallwares. He has had a very long experience 
in the wholesale dry goods business and has excellent business 
connections in that trade. (Reference No. 504.) 

PACKING OF ALL KINDS, BALATA BELTING, BOOM 
CHAINS AND MACHINE AND CARRIAGE BOLTS.—H.M. 
Trade Commissioner at Vancouver reports that a local firm of 
importers of iron and steel products, general mill, mine and railway 
supplies, are desirous of entering into communication with British 
manufacturers of packing of all kinds, balata belting, boom chains, 
lin., 14in., and 1} in., and machine and carriage bolts screwed 
with standard American threads. 

Firms in a position to offer British-made goods of the kind indi- 
cated can obtain the name and address of the Vancouver firm on 
application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W.1. (Reference D.O.T. 12346/E. D./E.C./2.) 

STATIONERY, ETC.—H.M. Trade Commissioner at Vancouver 
reports that a local firm is desirous of purchasing the following sup- 
plies direct from British manufacturers :—Kraft wrapping paper (rolls 
and flat), printing paper bonds and wove (coloured and white), book 
paper, onion skin, cover paper, envelopes, writing pads, notepaper, 
paperteries, shipping tags and tickets, pencils, erasers, rubber bands, 
gummed labels, blank books, memo. books, school rulets, steno- 
graphers’ notebooks, carbon paper, fountain pens. 

Applications from British firms desiring to receive further particu- 
lars should be addressed to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, 
Old Queen Strect, London, S.W.1. (Reference D.O.T,. 12236/E. D./ 
M.C./2.) 





ENQUIRY AT OFFICE OF CANADIAN TRADE 
COMMISSIONER. 

The following enquiry has been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Siacaibeiiionde’s Office, Portland House, 73, 
Basinghall] Street, London, E.C. 2, where full information may be 
obtained :— 

CANOES, MOTOR BOATS, ROW BOATS, SAILING BOATS, 
OARS, SEATS AND OTHER ACCESSORIES.—A Canadian com- 
pany manufacturing canoes, motor boats, row boats, sailing boats, 
oars, seats and other accessories wish to effect connections with 
British importers 


NEW ZEALAND. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

STEEL WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS.—H.M. Trade Com- 
missioner at Wellington, New Zealand, reports that the Wel- 
lington City Corporation are inviting tenders, to be presented on 
17th January next, for the supply of 10 in.,12 in. and 21 in. steel 
pipes and fittings for the Orongorongo-Karori Water Main. 

It is desirable to have an agent in New Zealand who could under- 
take the necessary work after the arrival of the material. 

Firms in a position to offer British made pipes and fittings can 
obtain full particulars of the contract on application to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. 
(Reference D.O.T. 12474/E.D./E.C./2. ) 


SOUTH AFRICA. 








HOSIERY, HOSIERS’ JEWELLERY, GLASSWARE, ETC.—__ 


A manufacturers’ agent in Johannesburg is desirous of acting as 
South African agent for British manufacturers of ladies’ cashmere 
hose, men’s and ladies’ natural wool underelothing, braces, links, 
studs, pins and glassware. (Reference No. 505.) . 

TEXTILES, HABERDASHERY AND FANCY GOODS.-—-A 
firm of manufacturers’ agents established in Cape Town and 
Johannesburg desire to secure the representation of British manufac- 
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turers of textile lines (including soft furnishings), fancy goods and 
haberdashery such as elastics, tapes, pins, needles, buttons, ete. 
They are understood already to represent a number of British firms 
for such lines as wearing apparel, towels, dresses, drapery, knitted 
goods, laces, curtains and embroideries. (Reference No. 506.) 


TENDERS INVITED. 

METER BOXES.—H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in South 
Africa reports that the Municipal Council of Johannesburg are 
inviting tenders for the supply and delivery to End Street Store, 
Johannesburg, of 100 malleable cast iron meter boxes in accordance 
with blue print No. 42, a copy of which has been received. 

Tenders superscribed with the Contract No. 188 must be addressed 
under sealed cover to the Town Clerk, and placed in the tender box, 
Ist Floor, Municipal Offices, Johannesburg, not later than noon on 
the 5rd January next. No tender will be considered unless accom- 
panied by a certified cheque for an amount equal to 10 per cent. of 
the total amount of the tender (such cheque, however, need not in 
any case be for a greater amouht than £100). The successful 
tenderer will be required to furnish the Council with an approved 
banker's guarantee for 10 per cent. of the total value of the goods 
to be supplied. 

Representation by an agent resident in South Africa is desirable. 
The Department of Overseas Trade is prepared to furnish British firms 
unrepresented in South Africa with the names of firms having offices 
in that country and in the United Kingdom who might be willing to 
act for them in connection with this and future contracts of a 
similar character. 

A copy of the general and special conditions, tender form and 
blue print are available for inspection at the Department of Overseas. 
Trade (Room 48), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S,W. 1. 
(Reference D.O.T. 11162/E.D./E.C.) 

CAST IRON WATER PIPES, VALVES AND FITTINGS, 
CRUDE OIL ENGINES, GENERATORS AND STREET EQUIP- 
MENT.—H.M. Trade Commissioner at Cape Town reports that the 
Municipality of Graaf-Reinet is inviting tenders for the supply of the 
following materials and plant required in connection with the 
Council’s proposed water supply and electric lighting schemes :— 

(a) Cast iron water pipes, valves and fittings. 
(b) Crude oil engines, generators and street equipment. 

Specifications and particulars may be obtained from the Town 
Clerk, Town Office, Graaf-Reinet, on deposit of the sum of £5 5s., 
which will be refunded on rezeipt of a bona-fide tender and the return 
of all documents furnished. Sealed tenders, superscribed ‘‘ Tenders 
for Material and Plant,” must be in the hands of the Town Clerk not 
later than noon, 20th December, 1923. 

H.M. Trade Commissioner is endeavouring to secure copies of the 
specification, tender form, etc., and British firms interested in the 
matter and so advising the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, S.W. i, will, in the event of the documents 
being received in the Department, be notified to that effect. In 
the meantime it is thought this information may be of use to those 
firms having agents in South Africa with whom they could take up 
the matter direct. (Reference D.O.T. 12491/E.D./E.C.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 


EUROPE. 











AUSTRIA. 

WORSTED YARNS.—An old-established firm in Vienna desire to 
secure the representation of a British manufacturer of worsted yarns, 
particularly yarns for machine knitting. (Reference No. 507.) 


DENMARK. 

HOSIERY, PIECE-GOODS, CURTAINS, ETC.—A commission 
agent in Copenhagen desires to secure the representation for Denmark 
ot British manufacturers of woollen, cotton and silk hosiery, white 
piece-goods, cotton goods, dress goods, curtains and nets, and 
Madras curtains. (Reference No. 508.) 

ROPE, TWINE, SAIL AND JUTE CLOTH, ETC.—A com. 
mission agent in Copenhagen desires to secure the representation for 
Denmark of British manufacturers of rope, twine, sail cloth, jute 
cloth and bags, also steel rope. (Reference No. 509.) 

TENDERS INVITED. 

SUPPLY AND ERECTION OF TAR DISTILLING PLANT.— 
Tenders are being invited in Copenhagen for the supply and erection 
of a tar-distilling plant. 

Tenders are to be presented by 20th November. 

A copy of the specification and conditions of tender are available 
for inspection by British firms at the Department of Overseas Trade 
(Room 52), 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. (Reference 

8 


D.O.T. 8211/C.C./2.) 
FINLAND. 
TENDERS INVITED. 


HARD-DRAWN TINNED STEEL WIRE FOR FIELD TELE. 
PHONES.—H.M. Consul at Helsingfors reports that the Commis- 
sariat Department of the Finnish Ministry of War are inviting 
tenders for 10,000 kilogrammes hard-drawn tinned steel wire for 
field telephones in accordance with the following specification :—- 

1. Diameter=0°22 ; tolerance 0°01 mm. 

2. Tensile strength : 

8°3 kilos—0°3 per wire equal to 22,000 kilogs. per square cm, 
3. Torsion test : 
8 turns at a distance ot 160 mm. between the jaws, 


4. The wire must be tinned. 
5. Packing to be hermetic 
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Offers for the supply of the above material must be submitted by 
22nd November next and should hold good until 6th December, and 
they should be in sealed envelopes marked and addressed as follows : 
‘*Staltradsoffert 22. XI. 23. Férsvarsministeriets Falttygmastar- 
departement, Slottsgatan 16, Helsingfors.” (Reference D.O.T. 8276/ 
F.R./E.C. ) 


FRANCE. 


PETROLEUM PRODUCTS, RUBBER CHEMICALS, ETC.— 
Au agent established in Paris is desirous of obtaining the representa- 
tation of British manufacturers for the sale in France of petroleum 
products, rubber chemicals and raw materials, industrial chemicals, 
glues, gums, ete. (Reference No. 510.) 








GREECE. 


TAR OR SUITABLE COMPOSITION FOR ROAD-MAKING.— 
The Acting British Consul-General at Salonica reports that a quan- 
tity of tar or suitable cumposition for road-making will shortly be 
required by the Municipal Council of Salonica. 

British firms desiring to receive further particulars should apply to 
the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W. 1. (Reference D.O,T. 11729/F.E./M.C./2 ) 





NETHERLANDS. 


TINPLATES.—An agent in Amsterdam desires to secure the sole 
represeutation, on a commission basis, for the Netherlands of 
British manufacturers of tinplates. (Reference No. 511.) 

MOTOR CARS, LORRIES, AND WASHING MACHINES,.— 
A reliable commission agent in Raamsdonksveer is desirous of 
obtaining the representation of British manufacturers of motor cars, 
lorries, and washing machines. (Reference No. 512.) 





NORWAY. 


PROVISIONS AND RAW MATERIAL FOR MARGARINE 
MANUFACTURE.—A firm of agents in Christiania are desirous of 
securing the representation in Norway of British manufacturers of 
sugar, syrup, wheat flour and of exporters of raw materials for mar- 
garine factories (such as oleo oil, etc.), and Liverpool packers of 
Argentine and Australian frozen mutton and beef. (Reference 
No. 513.) 

CANVAS SHOES.—A firm of agents in Christiania desire to 
secure the sole representation in Norway of a British manufacturer of 
canvas shoes with rubber soles. (Reference No, 514.) 





PORTUGAL. 


TEXTILES, ETC.—A commission agent in Lisbon wishes to get 
into touch with British firms dealing in upholstering materials 
(linens, velvets, tapestries, silks, sateens, damasks, etc.), cretonnes 
and materials for window curtains and blinds, with a view to 
securing agencies in these lines. (Reference No. 515.) 

LUBRICATING OILS.—A British firm of good standing in 
Oporto wish to get into touch with firms dealing in lubricating 
oils, with a view to securing their representation. (Reference 
No. 516.) 





ROUMANIA. 
SATINS, LININGS, LINEN AND SUITINGS.—A merchant 


established in Brasov, Roumania, is desirous of securing the repre- 
sentation in Transylvania of British manufacturers of satin (cloth, 
lustre), linings, linen and suitings for ladies and gentlemen. (Refer- 
ence No, 517.) 





SPAIN. 
FINE LEATHER FOR SHOE MANUFACTURE, NEEDLES 


AND PINS.—A commission agent of Barcelona is desirous of 
securing the representation of British manufacturers of needles and 
pins, fine leathers for shoe manufacturers, and also other articles of 
a similar nature. (Reference No. 518.) 


TENDERS INVITED. 


STEAMSHIP FOR BUOY SERVICE ON THE GUADAL- 
(QUIVIR RIVER.—-The Commercial Secretary at Madrid reports 
that the Seville Board of Harbour Works (Junta de Obras de la Ria 
del Guadalquivir y Puerto de Sevilla) have published a notice in the 
‘‘(iaceta de Madrid” of 271h October inviting tenders for the supply 
of a steamship required for laying buoys in the Guadalquivir River. 
The Commercial Secretary adds that foreign firms are, in this instance, 
permitted to compete. 

No detailed particulars of the vessel required are given in the 
‘*(;aceta de Madrid” referred to above, which states that the condi- 
tions of tender, etc., are available for inspection at the Seville Port 
Works Board. 

Sealed tenders will be received at the ‘‘ Secretaria de la Junta de 
Obras de] puerto de Sevilla” (Secretariat of the Seville Port Works 
Board), Seville, for a period of 40 days subsequent to the date of the 
publication of the call for tender in the “ Gaceta de Madrid ” (viz., 
27th October). 

Tenders must be made out on the proper stamped paper in Spanish 
and must be accompanied by drawings, specification, etc., signed by 
the tenderer and a Spanish engineer. Each tender must also be 
accompanied by a certificate of deposit made in the Caja General de 
Depositos (General Deposit Bank) for a sum of 1,000 pesetas in cash, 
State securities, or loan bonds issued by the Seville Port Board. The 
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successful tenderer will be required to increase the preliminary deposit 
to an amount equal to 10 per cent of the amount of the contract. 

As local representation is necessary the above information is fur- 
nished to enable interested British firms to communicate with their 
agents. Jritish firms not represented in Spain may obtain the 
names of suitable agents to act for them on application to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W. 1. (Reference D.O.T. 7424/58/F.L./E.C.) 





SWITZERLAND. 


TEXTILES.—A Swiss agent, established on own account, is 
especially interested in grey cotton piece-goods, muslins, voiles, 
cambrics, calicoes, sateens, zanellas and also zepliyrs, prints of all 
kinds, linings, as well as cotton handkerchiefs and linen handker- 
chiefs. Firms desirous of supplying these goods, as also cotton 
yarns, should zommunicate with the British Chamber of Commerce, 
Basle. (Reference 519.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 


NEAR EAST. 








EGYPT. 
TENDERS INVITED. 
BLANKETS, WHITE FINE.—The Egyptian Ministry of Wa: 
are calling for tenders for blankets, white fine. 
Tenders are due on 23rd November and to remain open for 7 days. 
Particulars can be obtained from the Inspecting Engineer. 
Egyptian and Sudan Governments, Queen Anne’s Chambers, London, 








S.W. 1. (Reference Muh. 1923/90.) 
ALGERIA. 
COFFEE.-—A firm of commission agents in Algiers desire agency 


for cc flee (in deliveries of at least 125 sacks) and sugar. Can accept 
letters in English, but will reply in French. (Reference No. 520.) 


Applications for name and address must be sent to the Department 
of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 


FAR EAST. 








CHINA. 

DENTAL, PHOTOGRAPHIC AND RUBBER GOODS, PER- 
FUMERY, CONFECTIONERY, TINNED GOODS, TOILET 
BRUSHES, AND BOTTLES FOR MINERALS WATERS.—The 
Shanghai branch of au old-established British firm of manufacturers 
of surgical instruments, hospital supplies, pharmaceutical prepara- 
tions, infant and invalids’ foods, and druggists’ sundries, wishes to 
secure the representation in China of well established British manu- 
facturers of dental, photographic and rubber goods, perfumery, 
contactionery (e.g., boiled sweets, chocolates), tinned goods, toilet 
brushes, and botties for mineral waters. The Shanghai manager is at 
present in England on a short visit. (Reference No, 521.) 





INDIA, BURMA, STRAITS SETTLEMENTS, 


HONG KONG AND JAPAN. 
PAINTS, VARNISHES, BAG BLUE, SOAPS, ETC,—A gentle- 


man with experience in export trade to the’ Far East is shortly 
visiting India, Burma, Straits Settlements, Hong Kong and Japan 
and is desirous of acting as representative for British firms dealing in 
paints and varnishes, bag blue, soaps, perfumery, patent medicines 
and cigarettes, on a basis of commission and contribution to initial 
expenses. (Reference 522.) 





SIAM. 
TENDERS INVITED. 


MISCELLANEOUS STORES.—H.M. Consul-General at Bangkok 
reports a call for tenders by the Ministry of Marine for the supply of 
Naval Stores and has forwarded to the Department of Overseas 
Trade translations of the schedules of requirements and regulations 
governing tenders. The goods for which tenders are invited include 
hand tools (chisels, files, ete.), anvils, hollow-ware, fittings, Yale 
type locks, wire ropes, brass wire gauze, wire brushes, manilla ropes, 
camel hair belting, canvas hose, paints and varnishes, brushes of 
various types, stationery (paper, pen nibs, pencils, ink, etc.), soap, 
socks, singlets, blankets and cotton cloth. 

It should be noted that in many cases the quantity of goous 
required is small and that samples can only be seen at the oflice of 
the Ministry of Marine, Dhonburi, Siam, where tender forms are also 
obtainable. 

Tenders must be submitted in Siamese currency (£1=Ticals 10°75 
subject to current confirmation) and will be received up to 17th 
January, 1924. It is desirable that they should be presented through 
a tirm established in Siam. The Department is prepared to suggest 
the names of such firms if desired. 

The documents forwarded by the Consul-General can be inspected 
at the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W. 1. (Reference D.O.T. 11568/F.E./G.P.) 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depar’ 
ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. a 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


FOODSTUFFS.—A firm of importers in New York wish to com- 
municate with British manufacturers and exporters of canned goods, 
provisions and all kinds of groceries, including biscuits and Christ- 
mas puddings, with a view to obtaining agencies for the United 
States. (Reference No. 523.) 

WROUGHT IRON, BRASS, COPPER AND PEWTER 
GOODS.—H.M. Consul at New York reports that a local firm are 
desirous of purchasing from the United Kingdom the following 
articles :—Hand-wrought iron candlesticks, boxes, gongs, etc. ; hand- 
hammered brass trays, candlesticks, boxes, bowls, etc. ; plain or 
hand-hammered copper trays, candlesticks, boxes, bowls, ete. ; 
pewter reproductions of antique trays, plates, tankards, etc. 

Applications from British manufacturers or craftsmen for further 
particulars should be addressed to the Department of Overseas Trade, 
35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1. (Reference D.O.T. 20878/ 
F.W./M.C./2.) 

Applications for name and address must be sent to the Department 
of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 











SPECIAL REGISTER SERVICE. 


The following commercial information as to openings for the sale 
of British and Irish goods in overseas markets and other connected 
matters has been distributed during the past fortnight by the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade through its ‘‘ Special Register” service, 
Firms on the Special Register of the Department of Overseas Trade 
desiring to obtain copies of any of the circular letters appearing in 
this list should apply to the Department, quoting the reference 
number in each case. Firms not on the Register can obtain from the 
Department, at 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8S.W. 1, full particu- 
lars of this service and form of application for registration :— 


Australia,—Serew couplings—Tenders invited, (12434/K.D./E.C. ) 

Precision lathe—-Tenders invited. (12421/E.D./E.C.) 

Step-up transformers—Tenders invited, (12437/E.D./C.C.) 

Protectors for telephone apparatus—Tenders invited. (12429/ 
E.D./C.C.) 

Fibre for insulators—Tenders invited. (12428/K.D./C. ’.) 

Motor generator set—Tenders invited. (12431/E.D./C.C.) 

Coal unloading and conveying plant—Tenders invited. (12436/ 
E. D./E.C.) 
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British West Indies.—Electric wiring and fittings—Catalogues and 
price lists invited from manufacturers. (10602/E.D./C.C.) 


Canada. — Stationery — Quotations invited from manufacturers. 
12236/E.D./M.C.) 

Packing (all kinds), balata belting, boom chains and machine 
and carriage bolts—Connections desired with manufacturers. 
(12346/E. D./E.C. ) 

New Zealand.—Steel and water pipes and fittings—Tenders invited. 
(12474/E.D./E.C.) 
South Africa,—Transformers—Tenders invited. (12386/E.D./C.C.) 

Armoured cables and insulated high tension wire—Tenders 
invited. (12393/E.D./C.C.) 

Motor spirit and paraffin—Tenders invited. (12483/E.D./C.C.) 
Cast iron meter boxes—Tenders invited. (11162/E.D /E.C.) 

Denmark.—Wire ropes—Trade prospects. (673/31/¥.G./E.C.) 
Tar distillation plant—Tenders invited. (8211/F.R./C.C.) 
Finland.—Tinned steel wire for field telephones—Tenders invited. 
(8276/F.R./E.C. ) 
Greece. —Tar or suitable composition required for road making. 
(11729/F. E./M.C.) 
Italy.—Boot polishes—Lists of dealers. (4826/3/T.G./C.C.) 

Transfer of State telephones to private enterprise. 
F. W./C.C.) 

Dairy exhibition. (8484/F.B./E.C.) 

Latvia. —Wrought iron tubes and fittings—Trade prospects. (852/10/ 
F.G./E.C.) 

Norway.—Travelling requisites and fancy leather gcods—Trade 
prospects. (857/12/F.G./M.C.) 

Egypi -—-Uniforms and General Stores for Postal Administration— 
Tenders invited. (11723/F.E./G.C.) 

China.—Small power driven craft and engines~-Trade prospects, 
(934/4/F.G./E.C.) 

Japan. —Damage sustained by railways in earthquake zone. (11490/ 
78/F.E./E.C., ) 

Argentina.—Steam launches and motor launch—Tenders invited. 
(8777/F.L./E.C./A.) 

Brazil.— Silk growing. (7807/T.E./T.C. ) 

Chile.—Rails and accessories—Tenders invited. (8882/F.L./E.C.) 

Tiling—-Trade prospects. (6814/F.L,/M.C.) 

Dominican Republic. —Hand pumps—Trade prospects. 
E.C.) 
Confectionery—Trade prospects, (8866/F.L./C.C.) 


(18817/ 


(8868/F. L, 














BOILER ECONOMY ano EFFICIENCY 
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A COLLIERY’S FUEL COSTS. 
TWO GOMPARATIVE WEEKS’ WORKING. 
Week’s Working ORDINARY BARS (Natural Draught). 


Fuel. Tons. Value. 
Rough Slack ... 774 £542 Output:—13,391 Tons 
% on output—8'91 


Fine Slack ..- 3860 108 








Common Slack 27 8 Cost per ton—11'93d. 
Bad Coal ‘a 32 8 

1193 £666 
Week’sWorking TURBINE FURNACES (Forced Draught). 


Fuel, Tons. Value, 


Fine Slack .. 60S s181 
Common Slack 405 121 
Bad Coal soe ee 38 


160 £340 


Cost per ton, ORDINARY BARS _..... 11°93 
Cost perton, TUR BINE FURNACE 6°12 


Economy 5°8ld. 
48°5°/, or £326 per week. 


Full Particu/ars sent on requesi 


The TURBINE FURNACE Go., Ltd. 


2388, GRAY’S INN ROAD, LONDON, W.C.1. 


Output:—13,327 Tons 
% on output—8'70 
Cost per ton—6 12d. 

















Telephoné: Museum 4365. Telegrams: “ Asunder, Ho!b-Londo 














CONTROL THE FAN BY THE POINTER 


2 SIMMANCE 


PATENT DEAD-BEAT INDICATOR. 
British Manufacture. 





ALEX WRIGHT &2C 
WESTMIN >7 ; 


EN 3L AND 





Any Range No! Liquids 


Sole Licensees: 


ALEXANDER WRIGHT & GO. LTD. 


1, WESTMINSTER PALACE GARDENS 
VICTORIA STREET, WESTMINSTER. 


Phone VIC. 1207. Tele. PRECISION VIC. 
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President: The Right Hon. Sir PHILIP LLOYD-GREAME, K.B.E., M.C., M.P. 


Private Secretaries: A. E. Overton, M.C., and A. A. Hopper. 


Parliamentary Private Secretary (unpaid) : 


Capt. G. E. W. Bowyer, M.C., M.P. 


Assistant Private Secretary (unpaid): Capt. V. A. Cazalet, M.C. 





PARLIAMENTARY SECRETARIES ; 
Department of Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence) : 35, Old Queen Street, S.W. 1. 


Lieut.-Col. A. Buckley, D.S.O., M.P. (Vice-Presideat of the Board of Trade Council). 
Private Secretaries: (Board of Trade) C. J. Pyke; (Department of Overseas Trade) A. Mullins, C.B.E. 


Parliamentary (unpaid) : 


Lerd Apsley, D.S.O., M.C., M.P. 





Mines Department : 


Dean Stanley Street, Millbank, S.W. 1. 


Lieut.-Col. G. R. Lane-Fox, M.P. (Secretary fer Mines). 


Private Secretary: G. H. Pryor. 





Board of Trade: Great George Street, London, $.W. 1. 
Viscount Wolmer, M.P. 


Private Secretary: W. B. Brown. 








Economic Adviser to H.M. Government and Vice-President of the Board of Trade Council : 
Sir H. Llewellyn Smith, G.C.B. 


Private Secretaries: H. F. Hill and W. G. Fergusson. 





PERMANENT SECRETARIES : 


Sir SYDNEY CHAPMAN, K.C.B., C.B.E. 
Private Secretaries : J.G. Henderson, O.B.E., M.C., and W. J. Galley. 
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H. A. PAYNE, C.B. (Second Secretary). 
Private Secretary: T. G, Jenkins, M.C, 
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PERMANENT DEPARTMENTS: 


Overseas Trade (Development and Intelligence). 


(Joint Department with Foreign Office.) 
35, Old Queen Street, S.W. 1. (Tel. No. Victoria 9040:) 
City Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 2. 
(Tel. No. London Wall 4713.) 
Sir W. H. Clark, K.C.S.I., C.M.G. (Comptroller-General. ) 
Ezport Credits.—73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 2. 
(Tel. No. London Wall 4713.) J. A. W. Gary (Manager.) 
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Dean Stanley Street, Millbank, Westminster, 8.W. 1. (Tel. No. 
Victoria 9310.) (Telegrams: Minindust, Parl. London.)'’ 


E. A. Gowers, C.B. (Permanent Under-Secretary for Mines.) 





CoMMERCIAL RELATIONS AND TREATIES.—Great George Street, 
S.W. 1. (Tel. No. Victoria 3840.) 


H. Fountain, C.B., C.M.G. (Principal Assistant Secretary.) 
Imports and = vale Incensing Section.—Great George 
Street, S.W. 1 


INDUSTRIES AND ManvuFracturEs.—Great George Street, S.W. 1. 
(Tel. No. Victoria 3840.) 
P. W. L. Ashley, C.B. (Assistant Secretary. ) 
Standards.—7, Old Palace Yard, S.W. 1. 
Victoria 3840.) 
J. E. Szars, Jun., C.B.E. (Deputy Warden.) 


Gas Administration.—Great George Street, S.W. 1. 
(Tel. No. Victoria 3840.) H. C. Honzy (Director.) 


INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY (INCLUDING PaTENT OFFIcE).—Southampton 
Buildings, Chancery Lane, W.C. 2. (Tel. No. City 5301.) 
W. Temple Franks, C.B. (Comptroiler-General.) 


Sratistios.—Great George Street, S.W.1. (Tel. No. Victoria 3840.) 
A. W. Flux, C.B. (Assistant Secretary.) 


INTELLIGENCE AND PARLIAMENTARY.—Great George Street, S.W. 1. 
(Tel. No. Victoria 3840.) 


G. C. L. Maunder (Principal.) 
Iibrary.—H. W. Acrzs (Librarian.) 
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MERCANTILE Marinz.—3, Sanctuary Buildings, Great Smith Street, 
S.W. 1. (Tel. No. Victoria 8740.) 


C. Hipwood, C.B. (Principal Assistant Secretary.) 


Director of Sea Transport and Assistant Secretary.— 
A. E. Fautxner, C.B.E. 


Assistant Secretary.— 
G. E. BAKER. | 
Accountant-General, Shipping Liquidation Department— 
S. H. G. Hueuss, C.B.E. 
Registrar-General of Shipping and Seamen.— 
’ Tower Hill, E. 1. (Tel. No. Central 74.) 
J. B. Harrop, O.B.E. (Registrar-General.) 
Consultative Branch (Survey).—68, Victoria Street, 8. W.1. 
(Tel. No. Victoria 2558.) 
Principal Examiner of Masters and Mates.—68, Victoria 
Street, S.W. 1. (Tel. No. Victoria 3507.) 
Chief Examiner of Engineers.—68, Victoria Street, 8.W.1.- 
(Tel. No. Victoria 2558.) 


CompanrEs.—Great George Street, S.W. 1. 
H. M. Winearls, 0.B.E. (Comptroller. ) 
Company Winding-up.—33, Carey Street, W.C. 2. 

H. E. Buresss (Senior Official Receiver.) 


Banxkruptoy.—Great George Street, S.W. 1. (Tel. No. Victoria 
3840.) 


H. F. Carlill (Inspector General.) 
High Court.—Bankruptcy Buildings, Carey Street, W.C. 2. 


(Tel. No. Holborn 6700.) Hon.W. J. H. Boye (Senior 
Official Receiver.) 


PETROLEUM.—Great George Street, 8S. W. 1. 
J. C. Clarke, C. B.E. ( Director.) 


Soxiicrror.—Great George Street, S.W. 1. 
T. J. Barnes, C.B.E. (Solicitor.) 


Frnance.—Great George Street, S.W. 1. (Tel. No. Victoria 3840.) 
H. Mead Taylor, C.B. (Assistant Secretary for Finance.) 


EsTABLISHMENT.—Great George Street, S.W. 1. (Tel. No. Victoria 


3840.) 
S. W. Clark (Principal Establishment Officer). 


““ BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL.’’—Great George Street, 8.W. 1. 
No. Victoria 3840.) 
Harcourt Kitchin (Editor). 


(Tel. No. Victoria 3840.) 


(Tel. No. Victoria 3840. 


(Tel. No. Victoria 3840.) 
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TEMPORARY DEPARTMENTS : 


Clearing Office (Enemy Debts) and Administration of Austrian, 
Hungarian and Bulgarian Property.—Cornwall House, Stam- 
ford Street, S.E. 1. (Tel. No. Hop 5820.) 





E. SPENSER Grey, C.B. (Controller and Administrator. ) 


Reparation Claims.—Cornwall House, Stamford Street, S.E. 1. 
(Tel. No. Hop 5820.) 


W. Nett (Controller.) 








